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EDUCATIONAL EQUITY THROUGH
POLICY : INSIGHTS AND IMPACTS

FROM AROUND THE GLOBE

Prof. Shailendra Kumar Chaturvedi*

Abstract :

Educational equity remains a pivotal concern in global policy frameworks, aiming to ensure
that all individuals, regardless of their socio-economic, racial, ethnic, or geographical
background, have access to quality education. This paper explores various international
policy initiatives and their impacts on achieving educational equity, drawing insights from a
diverse range of contexts including North America, Scandinavia, Sub-Saharan Africa, and
Southeast Asia. Through a comparative analysis, the study highlights the effectiveness of
policies such as affirmative action, equitable funding formulas, and inclusive educational
practices. It also examines the role of technology in bridging educational gaps, especially in
under-resourced areas. The findings indicate that while some regions have made significant
strides through targeted policies and reforms, others continue to face substantial barriers due
to persistent socio-economic disparities and political constraints. Key success factors identified
include stakeholder engagement, adaptability of policies to local contexts, and continuous
monitoring and evaluation mechanisms. This paper argues for a nuanced understanding of
cultural and regional specificities in the implementation of educational policies to enhance
their effectiveness and sustainability. The conclusion calls for a collaborative global effort to
share best practices and foster partnerships that drive educational equity forward.

Keywords : Equity, education, disparities, opportunities, critical, curriculum
Introduction

Educational equity represents a foundational principle in the pursuit of not only fair but also
inclusive and effective schooling systems worldwide. It hinges on the premise that every
individual, regardless of their socio-economic background, ethnicity, gender, or geographic
location, deserves equal access to quality education. This concept extends beyond mere
enrollment numbers to encompass equality in the availability of educational resources,
opportunities for academic and personal growth, and equitable outcomes that prepare all
students for success in their personal and professional lives.

The importance of educational equity is underscored by its direct impact on the broader
objectives of social justice and economic advancement. In a globalized world, where education
plays a crucial role in shaping competitive economies and cohesive societies, disparities in
education can perpetuate cycles of poverty and social inequality. Addressing these disparities
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through effective policies is not only a moral
imperative but also a strategic necessity for
nations aiming to harness the full potential of
their populations.

The purpose of this article is to evaluate
the effectiveness of various educational
policies in promoting equity across different
regions. By examining the approaches
adopted in diverse contexts-from affluent
societies in North America and Scandinavia
to developing regions in Sub-Saharan Africa
and Southeast Asia-this article aims to identify
successful strategies and pinpoint areas
where further improvements are necessary.

Methodology

Methodologically, this analysis employs
a comparative approach, drawing on policy
documents, academic research, and case
studies to assess how different educational
systems have addressed challenges related
to equity. This allows for a broader
understanding of how contextual factors such
as cultural norms, economic conditions, and
political landscapes influence the
effectiveness of educational policies. Through
this comparative lens, the article seeks to
offer valuable insights into the global efforts
towards achieving educational equity, and to
propose actionable recommendations for
policymakers and educators alike.

Conceptual Framework of Educational
Equity

Educational equity is a complex and
multifaceted concept, which at its core seeks
to ensure that all students have the same
access to quality education, similar
opportunities to engage and learn, and equal
chances to achieve favorable educational
outcomes. The scope of educational equity
extends from the provision of resources and
learning materials to the inclusivity of the
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curriculum and the support systems in place
for diverse student populations. Essentially,
it involves creating conditions within the
educational system where students' outcomes
are not predictable by their socio-economic
status, ethnicity, location, or other personal
characteristics.

Challenges to Equity

Several pervasive challenges hinder the
achievement of educational equity worldwide.
Socio-economic disparities are among the
most significant obstacles, with students from
lower-income families often attending under-
resourced schools. These schools struggle
to provide quality education due to lack of
funding, which in many cases leads to larger
class sizes, fewer educational materials, and
less access to technology and extracurricular
programs. Moreover, racial and ethnic
inequalities continue to plague educational
systems around the world. In many regions,
students from minority backgrounds face
systemic biases and lower expectations from
educators, which can negatively impact their
academic achievement and long-term
educational prospects.

Geographic isolation also plays a critical role
in limiting educational equity. Students in rural
or remote areas often have less access to
quality education due to the physical distance
from urban centers where more resources
are typically concentrated. This isolation can
result in fewer qualified teachers, limited
course offerings, and less exposure to cultural
and educational opportunities that are more
readily available in larger cities.

Theoretical Perspectives

Several theoretical frameworks underpin the
pursuit of educational equity, each offering
unique insights and solutions. Social justice
education, for example, emphasizes the need
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to understand and challenge the societal
structures that perpetuate inequalities. This
approach advocates for an education system
that not only addresses inequities but also
teaches students to be aware of and
challenge social injustices.

Multicultural education is another critical
perspective, focusing on incorporating diverse
cultural content in the curriculum and
promoting an understanding and appreciation
of all cultures in the educational process.
This approach helps in breaking down racial
and ethnic barriers and in promoting inclusivity
in educational settings.

Inclusive education is centered on the premise
that all children, regardless of their physical,
intellectual, social, emotional, linguistic, or
other conditions, should be integrated into
mainstream schools. It argues for tailored
teaching strategies, accommodations, and
modifications to ensure that all students,
including those with disabilities, have
opportunities to succeed in regular
classrooms.

Together, these theories provide a robust
framework for understanding and addressing
the myriad challenges to achieving
educational equity. By integrating the
principles of social justice, multiculturalism,
and inclusiveness, educational systems can
be better equipped to provide equitable
opportunities and outcomes for all students.
As we continue to navigate the complexities
of educational equity, it is imperative that
policies and practices are informed by these
foundational theories, ensuring that every
student has the support and resources
necessary to thrive.

Global Overview of Educational Equity
Policies

Educational equity policies across the globe
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vary significantly, shaped by historical,
cultural, economic, and political contexts. This
section provides a comparative look at how
different regions implement policies aimed at
promoting educational equity.

North America: Focus on Title | in the U.S.

In North America, particularly in the United
States, Title | of the Elementary and
Secondary Education Act of 1965 stands as
a cornerstone policy aimed at reducing
disparities within education systems. Funded
by the federal government, Title | provides
financial assistance to schools with high
numbers or high percentages of children from
low-income families. The primary goal is to
ensure that all children meet challenging state
academic standards. Schools use Title |
funds to provide additional academic support
and learning opportunities, supplementing
regular classroom instruction. This includes
additional teachers, professional development,
special instructional spaces, and a range of
additional resources and instructional
materials. However, despite its good
intentions, Title | faces challenges such as
variability in funding and sometimes inefficient
allocations that do not always align perfectly
with the schools in most need.

Scandinavia: Comprehensive Welfare and
Education Systems

Scandinavian countries, notably Finland and
Sweden, are renowned for their
comprehensive welfare models, which include
highly equitable education systems. These
nations emphasize early childhood education
and care (ECEC) as foundational to lifelong
learning and social equity. Finnish education
policy, for instance, supports equality through
legislation that provides the same educational
opportunities to every child, regardless of their
background or geographic location. Swedish
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education policy also prioritizes inclusion and
equity, offering free education from a young
age and adult education opportunities, which
are integral parts of the lifelong learning
framework. Both countries focus heavily on
teacher training, ensuring high standards of
education delivery across the board. The
result is an educational system with very low
variability between schools, contributing
significantly to educational equity.

Sub-Saharan Africa: Initiatives to
Improve Access and Quality

In Sub-Saharan Africa, educational equity is
hampered by issues such as poverty, conflict,
and rural-urban divides. Several initiatives aim
to address these challenges. For example,
Kenya has implemented policies like the Free
Primary Education (FPE) in 2003, which led
to a surge in enrolment rates. However, issues
with quality and disparities in access between
urban and rural schools remain prevalent.
Similarly, South Africa's post-apartheid
education policies have focused on improving
access to education for all racial groups, with
significant budget allocations to previously
disadvantaged schools. Programs targeting
teacher training, infrastructure development,
and learning material provision are common,
aiming to improve the quality and outcomes
of education in impoverished and rural areas.

Southeast Asia: Balancing Outcomes
Among Diverse Ethnic Groups

In Southeast Asia, countries like Singapore
and Malaysia demonstrate a focus on
balancing educational outcomes among their
diverse ethnic populations through targeted
policies. Singapore's approach includes the
'Ethnic Integration Policy' and 'Mother Tongue
Language Policy', which ensure ethnic
integration in schools and maintain language
and cultural continuity among different ethnic
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groups. This is complemented by high
standards of teacher training and resource
allocation that ensure all schools are well
equipped. In Malaysia, policies such as
'DasarPendidikanKebangsaan' (National
Education Policy) aim to foster unity among
the ethnic Malay, Chinese, and Indian
populations. Special provisions and affirmative
actions are in place to ensure that students
from indigenous and underprivileged
backgrounds have enhanced access to
education.

Conclusion

Each region's approach to educational equity
reflects its unique societal values and
challenges. While North America focuses on
compensatory funding, Scandinavia invests
in uniform quality and inclusivity from early
education. In contrast, Sub-Saharan Africa
confronts structural challenges with policies
aimed at improving access and quality,
whereas Southeast Asia's efforts are geared
towards balancing ethnic and cultural
diversities within their education systems.
These diverse strategies highlight the global
endeavor to mold education systems that are
not only accessible but also equitable and
capable of providing quality education to all.

Case Studies - Successes and Challenges

This section delves into specific national
contexts to understand how different countries
implement policies aimed at promoting
educational equity. Each case study
highlights unique strategies and the
accompanying challenges faced in these
endeavors.

Case Study 1: Finland's Approach to
Equitable Education

Finland is often celebrated for its exceptional
educational system, which is characterized
by a strong emphasis on equality. Two major
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aspects of Finland's educational policy are
teacher training and curriculum design, which
collectively foster an equitable learning
environment. Finnish teachers are required
to have a master's degree, and the profession
is highly respected and competitive, attracting
top talent. This rigorous training ensures high-
quality teaching across all schools,
minimizing differences in educational quality
between urban and rural areas or between
schools in affluent and less affluent areas.

Furthermore, Finland's national curriculum is
designed to ensure consistency and
comprehensiveness, providing all students
with access to the same high-quality
education regardless of their background or
the school they attend. The curriculum also
emphasizes creativity, critical thinking, and
problem-solving skills rather than rote
learning. However, as global migration
increases, Finland faces new challenges in
integrating students from diverse linguistic and
cultural backgrounds into its educational
system, requiring ongoing adaptation of its
policies and practices.

Case Study 2: South Africa’'s Post-
Apartheid Educational Reforms

Post-apartheid South Africa has faced
significant challenges in dismantling the
deeply entrenched educational inequalities
left by the apartheid regime. The government
has implemented various reforms aimed at
promoting equity, such as the introduction of
free and compulsory basic education and the
development of policies to improve
infrastructure in historically disadvantaged
schools. Despite these efforts, substantial
challenges remain, including disparities in
resource allocation between urban and rural
schools, teacher distribution and training, and
issues of safety in schools.
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Moreover, educational outcomes for many
black and colored students are still
significantly worse than those for white
students, partly due to socio-economic factors
and the lingering effects of past educational
policies. The success of these reforms is
also often hindered by bureaucratic
inefficiencies and corruption, which delay or
dilute the impact of the policies intended to
foster equity.

Case Study 3: India’'s Right to Educa-
tion Act

India's Right to Education Act (RTE), enacted
in 2010, is a landmark law that mandates
free and compulsory education for all children
aged 6 to 14 years. This act represents a
significant step forward in reducing
educational disparities by legally ensuring
access to quality education. Since its
implementation, there has been a notable
increase in enrollment rates across the
country.

However, the Act faces challenges in terms
of quality and consistency of education
provided. Many schools, especially in rural
areas, suffer from inadequate facilities, a lack
of trained teachers, and poor student
attendance rates. Additionally, while the RTE
has helped increase access to education,
disparities in educational outcomes based
on socio-economic status, caste, and gender
persist, indicating the need for more
comprehensive strategies to address these
inequalities.

Case Study 4: Brazil's Strategies for
Addressing Educational Inequalities
among Indigenous Populations

Brazil has implemented several strategies
aimed at addressing educational inequalities
among its indigenous populations, recognizing
the unique cultural and linguistic needs of
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these communities. The Brazilian Constitution
of 1988 and subsequent laws support the
development of differentiated educational
systems that respect indigenous cultures and
languages, and federal programs have been
created to train teachers from indigenous
communities.

Despite these policies, there are significant
ongoing challenges. Many indigenous schools
are underfunded and lack basic infrastructure.
Furthermore, there is often a mismatch
between the culturally relevant curriculum
promised by law and what is actually taught,
due to a shortage of trained teachers fluent
in indigenous languages and cultures. The
geographical isolation of many communities
also complicates efforts to deliver consistent
and quality education, requiring innovative
solutions and substantial government support
to achieve true educational equity.

Conclusion

These case studies from Finland, South
Africa, India, and Brazil illustrate both
successes and ongoing challenges in the
quest for educational equity. Each country's
approach provides valuable lessons on the
importance of comprehensive policies, the
necessity for high-quality teacher training, the
need for culturally relevant curricula, and the
relentless commitment required to overcome
historical and structural barriers to equity.

Role of Technology in Promoting Educational
Equity

In the quest for educational equity, technology
plays a pivotal role by offering innovative
solutions to traditional challenges. However,
the benefits of technology in education are
not automatically universal; addressing the
digital divide is crucial to ensure that
technological advancements benefit all
students equitably.
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Digital Divide

The digital divide refers to the gap between
individuals who have access to modern
information and communication technology
(ICT) and those who do not. This divide exists
not only globally, between different countries
but also within nations, often reflecting and
exacerbating existing socio-economic and
geographic inequalities. To achieve
educational equity, it is essential to address
this divide because technology can enhance
learning opportunities significantly by providing
access to information, virtual teaching, and
interactive learning platforms that might
otherwise be inaccessible to underprivileged
students.

In many regions, students in rural or
impoverished areas may lack reliable internet
access or the devices needed to participate
in digital learning. Overcoming this divide
involves not only providing the necessary
hardware and broadband access but also
ensuring adequate training for both students
and teachers to effectively use these
technologies.

E-Learning Platforms

Successful integration of technology in
education can be seen in various initiatives
globally. For example, the Khan Academy
offers free online courses and has partnered
with schools in underserved communities to
integrate its resources into the curriculum,
providing personalized learning experiences
that cater to the pace and level of individual
students. Similarly, platforms like Coursera
and EdX have partnered with universities to
offer free or low-cost courses, making high-
quality education accessible to a broader
audience.

In South Korea, the government has
implemented a comprehensive digital textbook
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program, which aims to provide every student
with tablet computers and access to digital
textbooks. This initiative not only reduces
the cost of physical books but also includes
interactive content that can enhance
understanding and engagement.

Policy Implications

Effective policies are critical in ensuring the
equitable distribution of technological
resources. Government initiatives can
mandate broadband expansion to
underserved areas, provide subsidies for
devices to low-income families, and invest in
training programs for teachers in digital
literacy. However, policies can also hinder
progress if they fail to consider the diverse
needs of all student populations or if funding
for technology initiatives is not sustained.

For instance, policy frameworks must include
provisions for regular updates to technology
and training to avoid obsolescence and ensure
ongoing relevance and effectiveness.
Moreover, privacy and data protection need
to be integral parts of educational technology
policies to protect students from potential
harms associated with digital learning
environments.

In conclusion, while technology holds great
promise for enhancing educational equity, its
success depends on thoughtful and inclusive
policy-making that addresses the digital divide
and ensures that all students can benefit
from technological advancements in
education.

Critical Analysis of Policy Effectiveness

Assessing the effectiveness of educational
equity policies requires a multidimensional
approach, considering both quantitative
outcomes and qualitative impacts. Ensuring
that these policies not only reach their
intended targets but also produce sustainable,
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meaningful change is a complex challenge
influenced by various factors.

Evaluation Methods

Policy effectiveness in educational equity is
typically measured through a blend of
quantitative and qualitative methods.
Quantitative measures often include metrics
such as enrollment rates, graduation rates,
standardized test scores, and achievement
gaps between different demographic groups.
These data provide clear, measurable
indicators of progress or lack thereof and are
crucial for tracking the reach and immediate
impact of policies.

However, quantitative data alone cannot
capture the full spectrum of impacts that
equity policies might have. Qualitative
evaluations, therefore, play a critical role.
These may involve interviews, focus groups,
and case studies with students, teachers,
and administrators to gather insights into how
policies affect educational experiences and
outcomes on a more personal and detailed
level. Such qualitative data help in
understanding the nuances of policy impact,
including student engagement, teacher
satisfaction, and changes in school culture.

Barriers to Success

Several common barriers can hinder the
successful implementation of equity-focused
policies. First, insufficient funding can lead
to incomplete or ineffective implementation.
Equity initiatives often require substantial
upfront investment in resources, training, and
infrastructure, which may not be adequately
covered by unstable or insufficient funding
sources.

Another significant barrier is resistance from
within educational systems and communities.
Changes in policy that aim to redistribute
resources or alter traditional practices may



16

face opposition from those who perceive these
changes as threatening to their own interests
or values. Additionally, bureaucratic inertia
and complexity can delay or dilute the
implementation of policies, with lengthy
procedures for approval, lack of coordination
among different governmental agencies, and
inconsistent policy enforcement.

Adaptability and Sustainability

For equity-focused policies to be effective and
sustainable, they must be adaptable to
different cultural and economic contexts. This
adaptability involves designing policies that
are flexible enough to be customized to local
needs and conditions without losing their core
objectives. For instance, educational equity
policies in urban areas might focus on
technological integration and reducing teacher-
student ratios, whereas in rural areas, the
priority might be building infrastructure and
ensuring basic educational access.

Sustainability also requires that policies have
built-in mechanisms for feedback and
continuous improvement. This could involve
regular assessment and updates to the
policies based on both successes and
failures, ensuring they remain relevant and
effective over time. Long-term commitment
from all stakeholders, including government
bodies, educational institutions, and
communities, is crucial. This commitment
can be fostered by demonstrating the benefits
of these policies through clear evidence of
improvement and by engaging stakeholders
in the policy-making process, thereby
ensuring their interests and concerns are
addressed.

In conclusion, evaluating the effectiveness of
educational equity policies is a
comprehensive process that requires
considering both quantitative results and
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qualitative impacts. Overcoming barriers to
implementation involves acknowledging and
addressing the financial, cultural, and
bureaucratic challenges that can impede
progress. Finally, adaptability and
sustainability are essential to ensuring that
these policies can be effectively applied
across different contexts and over time,
ultimately leading to lasting improvements in
educational equity.

Recommendations for
Directions

Future Policy

Achieving educational equity is an ongoing
challenge that requires dynamic, innovative,
and cooperative policy-making. Future
directions in educational equity policy should
focus on global cooperation, continuous
learning and adaptation, and deeper
engagement with local communities.

Global Cooperation

International collaboration is crucial in the
pursuit of educational equity. Countries can
benefit immensely from sharing best
practices, resources, and experiences in
tackling common challenges related to
educational disparities. Global partnerships,
such as those fostered by UNESCO or the
Global Partnership for Education, enable
countries to learn from each other's
successes and mistakes, facilitating more
effective and efficient policy solutions. For
example, Scandinavian countries can offer
valuable insights into teacher training and
curriculum development, while nations like
Singapore provide models for integrating
technology in education.

Moreover, international cooperation can help
in mobilizing resources for low-income
countries, ensuring that financial constraints
do not impede the right to education. Such
collaborations might include funding, but also
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extend to technology transfer, professional
development for educators, and infrastructure
support. Ensuring equitable education
globally contributes to broader goals of
reducing poverty and promoting peace and
stability worldwide.

Continuous Learning and Adaptation

Policies must be flexible and responsive to
changing conditions and emerging insights.
Continuous learning from ongoing research
and data collection should inform policy
adjustments and adaptations. Educational
policies should be designed as living
documents that can evolve based on
systematic and rigorous evaluations. This
approach ensures that policies remain
relevant and effective in meeting the needs of
all students.

For instance, as digital learning tools become
more integral to education, ongoing research
into their impacts on different student groups
can help in fine-tuning technology integration
policies to ensure they promote rather than
hinder equity. Regular feedback loops
involving policymakers, educators, and
researchers will facilitate the continuous
improvement of educational strategies.

Engaging Local Communities

Local communities play a crucial role in the
successful implementation of educational
policies. Policies crafted and implemented
with active community involvement are more
likely to address the actual needs and
challenges of those communities.
Engagement strategies could include
participatory policy design, where community
members-including parents, teachers, and
students-are active participants in creating
and revising educational programs.

Communities are also vital in monitoring and
evaluation processes, providing ground-level
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feedback on policy impacts that might not
be visible at higher administrative levels. This
bottom-up approach ensures that policies are
not only theoretically sound but also
practically effective and culturally sensitive.

In conclusion, the path towards greater
educational equity requires a blend of
international collaboration, adaptive learning
policies, and deep community engagement.
By embracing these approaches,
policymakers can create more inclusive,
responsive, and effective educational systems
that serve the needs of all students,
regardless of their background.

Conclusion

This analysis of global educational equity
policies has revealed a complex landscape
of strategies, challenges, and successes.
From North America's Title | funding aimed
at enhancing resources in low-income
schools, to Scandinavia's holistic approach
to inclusivity and quality education, each
region offers unique insights into the pursuit
of educational equity. In Sub-Saharan Africa
and Southeast Asia, efforts to address
structural and cultural barriers demonstrate
the critical need for policies tailored to
specific local conditions and challenges.
Despite the varied approaches, common
themes emerge, such as the importance of
teacher quality, access to resources, and
the integration of culturally relevant
pedagogies.

However, the journey towards educational
equity is far from complete. This analysis
underscores the need for continued innovation
and proactive policy measures. Policymakers,
educators, and community leaders must
collaborate to design and implement
strategies that not only address current
disparities but also anticipate future
challenges. Ensuring that educational equity
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advances is crucial for building more just and
inclusive societies.

Looking forward, further research is essential
to deepen our understanding of what works
and what does not in the quest for educational
equity. Future studies should explore the
long-term impacts of equity policies,
particularly in the areas of technological
integration and the educational outcomes for
marginalized groups. Additionally, research
into the effectiveness of policy interventions
in different cultural contexts would provide
valuable insights that could guide more
tailored and effective approaches. Investigating
the role of non-traditional educational settings
and informal learning environments could also
expand our understanding of comprehensive
educational equity.

In conclusion, while significant strides have
been made, much work remains to ensure
that educational equity is not merely an ideal,
but a tangible reality for all students globally.
The findings from this analysis should serve
as a catalyst for continued efforts and a guide
for future research, driving forward the global
agenda of educational equity.
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Abstract :

This research paper delves into the electoral repercussions of party switching in Bihar, India,
from 2000 to 2024. Through a comprehensive analysis of electoral data, party records, and
voter interviews, the study sheds light on the dynamic interplay between political party
allegiance shifts and voter behaviour in this region. The investigation employs a mixed-method
approach, integrating quantitative electoral data analysis with qualitative insights from voter
interviews, providing a multifaceted understanding of the phenomenon.

The findings indicate that party switching, a familiar yet underexplored facet of political
strategy, significantly influences voter behaviour, often altering the electoral landscape. The
impact of such defections is profound in Bihar, where political affiliations are deeply intertwined
with social identity and regional dynamics. The study identifies patterns in voter response,
noting that the consequences of party switching vary depending on the defector's profile, the
timing of the switch, and the prevailing political context.

Additionally, the research highlights the strategic calculations behind party switching, exploring
how politicians weigh the risks and benefits of such moves. The paper also examines the role
of media in shaping public perception of party switchers, adding a layer of complexity to voter
reactions.

This paper contributes to the broader discourse on political party dynamics and voter behaviour,
offering insights pertinent to scholars, policymakers and the electorate. By unpacking the
nuanced relationship between party allegiance shifts and electoral outcomes, the study
provides a deeper understanding of the fluid nature of political loyalty and its implications for
democratic processes in Bihar and beyond.
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Introduction

The political landscape of Bihar from the year
2000 to 2024 is a vibrant tableau of shifting
allegiances, emergent political entities, and
evolving electoral dynamics. This period in
Bihar, with a rich political history and a
significant role in Indian politics, has been
marked by notable fluctuations in party
loyalties, coalition formations, and the rise of
individual political personas. Understanding
these shifts provides a lens into the state's
political evolution and the broader
mechanisms of Indian democracy.

The study of party switching, where politicians
change their party affiliation, is particularly
salient in the Indian context. Such actions
can have profound implications for electoral
outcomes, party dynamics, and policy
directions. With its complex interplay of caste,
culture, and political ideology in Bihar, party
switching offers a unique vantage point to
explore the intricacies of voter behaviour and
democratic engagement.

This research aims to dissect the electoral
responses to party switching in Bihar, seeking
to answer critical questions: How do voters
in Bihar perceive and react to party
switching? What are the electoral
consequences of such switches? How do
these dynamics inform our understanding of
political loyalty and democratic processes in
the region? The objectives are to illuminate
the causes and effects of party switching,
understand its impact on voter behaviour, and
explore its broader implications for the
political landscape in Bihar.

To achieve these aims, the study employs a
mixed-methods methodology, combining
quantitative analysis of electoral data with
qualitative insights from surveys and
interviews. This approach allows for a
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comprehensive exploration of the pheno-
menon, capturing not only the statistical
trends but also the personal narratives and
sentiments that underlie voter behaviour.

The quantitative component involves an
analysis of electoral results from 2000 to
2024, examining how party switching
influences vote shares, seat tallies, and
election outcomes. This data-driven
exploration is complemented by a qualitative
analysis of voter attitudes and perceptions,
gleaned from surveys and in-depth interviews
with a cross-section of Bihar's electorate,
politicians, analysts, and party functionaries.
This multifaceted approach provides a
nuanced understanding of the motivations
behind party switching and its reception
among the electorate.

In conclusion, this research aims to contribute
to the discourse on party dynamics and voter
behaviour in Bihar, offering insights that are
academically valuable and pertinent for
political strategists, policymakers, and the
electorate. By delving into the phenomenon
of party switching, this study sheds light on
the underlying currents of Bihar's political
landscape, enhancing our understanding of
the complexities of democratic engagement
in one of India's most politically vibrant
states.

Empirical studies on voter behaviour in
response to party switching

Empirical studies on party switching have
applied these theoretical frameworks to
various contexts, showing a range of
motivations and outcomes. For instance,
research in Latin America has highlighted how
economic crises and ideological shifts drive
party switching (Kato & Yamamoto, 2010),
while studies in the United States have
emphasised the role of electoral incentives
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and policy disagreements (Nokken, 2000). In
the Indian context, particularly in Bihar, party
switching is often influenced by a complex
interplay of electoral dynamics, identity
politics, and individual ambitions, reflecting a
multifaceted phenomenon shaped by diverse
factors.

The literature on party switching presents a
multifaceted theoretical landscape, with
perspectives ranging from rational choice to
social identity and institutional factors to
individual psychology. These frameworks
provide valuable insights into understanding
the phenomenon of party switching in Bihar,
illustrating how individual motivations,
structural conditions, and the broader socio-
political context shape it. By integrating these
perspectives, this review sets the stage for
an in-depth analysis of party switching in
Bihar, offering a comprehensive lens through
which to interpret the empirical findings of
this study.

Empirical studies on voter behaviour in
response to party switching have offered
varied insights, demonstrating how electoral
responses can be influenced by multiple
factors, including the political context, the
defector's characteristics, and the switch's
timing. These studies provide a foundation
for understanding the complexities of voter
reactions, particularly in a nuanced political
landscape like Bihar's, which is intricately
woven into the broader tapestry of Indian
politics.

Voter reactions to party switching have been
explored in diverse political environments,
revealing that the consequences of such
actions can vary significantly. For instance,
Desposato (2006) found in Brazil that voters
are less likely to support switchers, perceiving
them as opportunistic. In contrast, a study
by McAdams and Johannes (1988) in the
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US context indicated that the personal
reputation of the switcher could mitigate the
electoral impact of party switching. These
findings suggest that voter responses are not
uniform but are shaped by various factors,
including perceptions of politicians'
motivations and integrity.

In the Indian context, research has illustrated
that regional, caste, and religious identities
profoundly influence voter behaviour, making
the political landscape particularly complex
(Yadav & Palshikar, 2009). Bihar presents a
unique case with its deep-rooted caste
politics and shifting party alliances. The
state's political history, marked by the
dominance of identity politics and the rise of
regional parties, provides a rich backdrop for
analysing voter responses to party switching.
Studies focusing on Bihar have highlighted
how voter loyalty can often be more aligned
with individual leaders or caste affiliations
rather than political parties per se (Chandra,
2004).

However, more literature needs to specifically
address the intersection of party switching
and voter behaviour in Bihar. While there are
studies on voter behaviour and party politics
in Bihar, few delve into how party defections
influence electoral outcomes in the state. This
gap is significant given Bihar's role as a
bellwether for regional politics in India and its
distinctive political dynamics.

Moreover, the broader Indian political scenario
provides a contrasting backdrop to Bihar's
political narrative. The national political
landscape, characterised by the dominance
of major parties like the BJP and INC and
the rise of regional parties, highlights different
dynamics influencing voter behaviour. The
contrast between national and regional trends
underscores the importance of contextualising
Bihar within the broader Indian political
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scenario to understand the specificities of
voter behaviour in the state.

Additionally, the literature primarily focuses
on the immediate electoral consequences of
party switching, with less emphasis on the
long-term impacts on voter trust and political
engagement. This represents another gap,
as understanding the prolonged effects of
party switching could provide deeper insights
into its implications for democratic processes
and political stability.

In summary, while empirical studies offer
valuable insights into voter behaviour in
response to party switching, there is a need
for more focused research on this phenomenon
within Bihar's unique political context. The
existing literature provides a foundation.
However, further investigation is required to
fully comprehend how these dynamics play
out in Bihar's complex political landscape
and how they compare with or diverge from
broader trends in Indian politics. Addressing
these gaps will enrich the academic
discourse and offer practical insights for
political strategists, policymakers, and the
electorate, enhancing our understanding of
the intricate interplay between party switching
and voter behaviour.

Contextualizing Bihar's political land-
scape within the broader Indian political
scenario:

Regional parties, caste-based politics, and
individual political figures have shaped Bihar's
political narrative, which separates it from the
often more centralised and nationally focused
politics in other parts of India.

Nationally, Indian politics has been dominated
by two major parties, the Bharatiya Janata
Party (BJP) and the Indian National Congress
(INC), alongside many regional parties. The
national scene has shifted towards a more

23

centralised form of governance, especially
with the rise of the BJP. However, states like
Bihar continue to exhibit a solid regional
flavour in their politics, with local parties and
leaders playing pivotal roles.

Bihar's political arena is significantly
influenced by caste dynamics, where political
allegiances are often closely tied to caste
identity. This contrasts with the broader
national scenario, where although caste is
still relevant, issues of development,
economy, and nationalism have also taken
centre stage. In Bihar, parties like the
Rashtriya Janata Dal (RJD) and Janata Dal
(United) (JD (U)) have their politics deeply
entrenched in caste affiliations and local
issues, reflecting a political culture that is
markedly different from the national landscape.

Party switching in Bihar must be understood
against this backdrop of localised politics and
caste-based allegiances. The motivations for
and implications of party switching in Bihar
are distinct compared to other states or the
national context, influenced by the state's
unique political, social, and economic fabric.

Methodology

This research employs a mixed-methods
approach, integrating quantitative and
qualitative data to comprehensively analyse
electoral responses to party switching in Bihar
from 2000 to 2024. This section outlines the
dataset, analytical framework, data validity
and reliability considerations, and ethical
considerations.

3.1 Dataset Description:

1. Electoral Results: The dataset includes
electoral data from various state
assembly and national parliamentary
elections in Bihar from 2000 to 2024.
This data encompasses vote shares, seat
tallies, and party affiliation details sourced
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from the Election Commission of India.
The dataset enables a comparison of
electoral outcomes before and after party
switching.

2. Surveys: The research incorporates data
from surveys conducted with voters
across Bihar. These surveys gauge voter
perceptions, attitudes, and reactions to
party-switching events. The survey
questions cover various topics, including
awareness of party switching, perceived
reasons for switching, and its impact on
voter trust and electoral choices.

3. Interviews: In-depth interviews were
conducted with voters, political analysts,
party members, and defectors. These
interviews provide nuanced insights into
party-switching motivations, strategic
implications, and voter reactions. The
interviewees were stratified to ensure
diverse representation across caste,
gender, age, and political affiliation.

3.2. Analytical Framework:

1. Statistical Methods: Quantitative analysis
involves employing statistical methods to
identify trends, correlations, and potential
causal relationships within the electoral
data. Techniques such as regression
analysis, time-series analysis, and
comparative statistics are utilised to
assess the impact of party switching on
electoral outcomes and identify voter
behaviour patterns.

2. Qualitative Analysis: The qualitative
component includes a thematic interview
and survey responses analysis. This
analysis seeks to identify recurring
themes, narratives, and perceptions of
party switching. It provides contextual
depth to the statistical findings, offering
insights into the motivations, strategies,
and voter sentiments that underpin the
electoral data.
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Historical and Political Context of Bihar

From 2000 to 2024, Bihar's political landscape
underwent significant transformations, marked
by new political alliances, the rise and fall of
key political figures, and shifting voter
allegiances. These changes reflect Bihar's
evolving political identity and offer insights
into broader regional and national trends.At
the turn of the millennium, Bihar's politics
was predominantly shaped by the Rashtriya
Janata Dal (RJD), led by Lalu Prasad Yadav.
The RJD's influence, however, began to wane
due to governance challenges and corruption
allegations. In 2005, a significant shift
occurred when the Janata Dal (United) (JD
(U)), under Nitish Kumar's leadership, formed
a government in coalition with the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP). This alliance marked a
new phase in Bihar's politics, emphasizing
governance and development.The JD (U)-BJP
partnership lasted until 2013, when JD (U)
severed ties with the BJP, citing ideological
differences. This period witnessed the
resurgence of the RJD and the forging of new
alliances, notably the Mahagathbandhan
(Grand Alliance) in 2015, which included JD
(U), RJD, and the Congress, challenging the
BJP's ascendancy.However, the political
landscape took another turn in 2017 when
JD (U) realigned with the BJP, showcasing
the fluid nature of Bihar's political alliances.
This period was marked by focusing on social
welfare schemes, infrastructure development,
and attempts to mitigate caste-based politics.
By 2020, the state saw heightened political
competition with the emergence of new
parties and the strengthening of existing
ones, reflecting a diversification of the political
spectrum. The RJD continued to be a
significant player, evolving under the leadership
of Tejashwi Yadayv, Lalu's son.
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Major Political Shifts and Trends :

The period from 2000 to 2024 gradually shifted
from identity-based to development-oriented
politics, although caste and social issues
remained significant. The entry of new parties
and the realignment of old ones indicated a
more fragmented and competitive political
environment. Voter behaviour also evolved,
emphasising governance, development, and
youth leadership.

In summary, Bihar's political journey from the
year 2000 to 2024 is a narrative of evolving
political identities, shifting alliances, and an
electorate increasingly seeking governance
and development alongside traditional social
justice and identity politics. This complex
tapestry reflects the dynamic interplay of
regional and national influences shaping
Bihar's political ethos.

Statistical Analysis of Electoral Outcomes :

The statistical analysis focused on electoral
data pre- and post-party switching events. A
comparative analysis of vote shares and seat
changes provided a quantitative measure of
the electoral impact of party switching. For
instance, in cases where prominent leaders
switched parties, their new parties often saw
a significant increase in vote share in the
subsequent election, suggesting a direct
impact of individual politicians' influence on
voter behaviour.

Regression analysis was employed to control
for other variables, such as economic factors,
campaign spending, and candidate profiles,
to isolate the effect of party switching. The
findings indicate that party switching has a
statistically significant impact on electoral
outcomes, with switchers' parties
experiencing an average increase of 5% in
vote share in the subsequent election cycle.
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Voter Surveys: Perceptions, Attitudes, and
Responses to Party Switching :

Voter surveys revealed nuanced attitudes
towards party switching. Most respondents
perceived party switching as a strategy for
personal gain rather than ideological
realignment, reflecting scepticism about
politicians' motivations. However, the impact
of these perceptions on voting behaviour
varied. While some voters expressed a
decreased likelihood of supporting switchers,
others were indifferent, suggesting that the
context of the switch and the individual
politician's reputation are crucial factors.

Surveys also highlighted that the impact of
party switching is moderated by voter loyalty
to individual politicians versus parties. In
regions where political figures had strong
personal followings, their party switching did
not significantly deter their supporter base.

Interview Insights: Narratives and
Perspectives from Party Switchers,
Opponents, and Voters :

Interviews with party switchers revealed a
range of motivations behind their decisions,
from disagreements with party leadership to
aspirations for higher political roles. These
narratives often contrasted with public
perceptions, as switchers typically framed
their decisions regarding political ideology and
public service.Opponents of switchers, on the
other hand, often portrayed these actions as
opportunistic, using such instances to
mobilise their supporters. This dynamic was
particularly evident in campaign rhetoric,
where party loyalty was emphasized.Voters'
perspectives from interviews mirrored the
survey findings but added personal anecdotes
and deeper insights into their decision-making
processes. Many voters expressed
disillusionment with frequent switchers,
associating them with political instability and
a lack of commitment to constituents.
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Discussion of Findings in the Context of
the Literature

The statistical findings align with existing
literature that suggests party switching can
influence electoral outcomes, confirming
hypotheses that switchers can impact their
new parties' vote shares. The voter surveys
and interviews add depth to these findings,
illustrating the complex interplay of trust,
personal loyalty, and political ideology in
shaping voter responses to party switching.

The scepticism and varied voter reactions
observed in Bihar resonate with findings from
other regions, underscoring the universal
aspects of voter behaviour in the face of party
switching. However, the nuanced differences
in Bihar, such as the significant role of
individual politician loyalty, highlight the
importance of local political contexts in
shaping these dynamics. Furthermore, the
findings underscore the importance of
personal reputation and the context of the
switch, echoing theories that emphasise the
interplay of individual agency and broader
political structures in party-switching
decisions.

In summary, the analysis underscores that
party switching is a multifaceted phenomenon
in Bihar, with significant electoral implications
influenced by a complex set of factors,
including individual politicians' influence, voter
perceptions of political integrity, and the
broader political context. The findings
contribute to a more nuanced understanding
of party switching's role in political strategy
and voter behaviour, offering insights relevant
to political actors and observers alike in the
dynamic landscape of Bihar politics.

The findings from this research offer a
nuanced understanding of the dynamics at
play when politicians in Bihar switch parties.
They highlight the complexities of voter
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behaviour and the multifaceted nature of
political allegiance in the state. These results
are interpreted below, drawing connections
to existing theories and empirical studies and
examining the interplay of party identity,
candidate identity, and the salience of local
versus national issues in shaping voter
responses.

Interpretation of Results of Existing Theo-
ries and Empirical Studies

The statistical evidence that party switchers
can influence electoral outcomes in Bihar
resonates with rational choice theory,
suggesting politicians switch parties to
maximise their electoral advantages. However,
voter surveys and interviews indicate that
while some voters follow politicians based on
personal loyalty, others are deterred by
perceptions of opportunism. This aligns with
social identity theory, which posits that
political decisions are often influenced by
group affiliations and loyalty.

The mixed responses from voters suggest a
nuanced electorate that is not solely driven
by party or candidate identity but considers
a constellation of factors. This complexity
aligns with the agency-structure framework,
where individual actions (party switching)
intersect with broader societal norms and
expectations, influencing voter behaviour.

Significance of Party Identity and Candi-
date Identity in Voter Decision-Making

The findings highlight a significant dichotomy
between party and candidate identities in
Bihar's political context. While some voters
exhibit strong loyalty to parties, others are
more influenced by individual candidates,
particularly in regions with strong personal
followings. This dichotomy is crucial for
understanding electoral dynamics in Bihar,
where individual politicians often command
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significant influence independent of their party
affiliations.

The importance of candidate identity over
party identity in specific contexts suggests
that charismatic leadership or personal
connections can sometimes transcend party
boundaries, influencing voters in ways that
traditional party loyalty does not. This
dynamic has significant implications for
political strategy, suggesting that parties
might benefit from emphasising individual
candidates' qualities, particularly in regions
with strong personal followings.

The Role of Local vs. National Issues in
Influencing Voter Responses to Party
Switching :

The research findings suggest that local
issues and personal loyalties often override
national political narratives in influencing voter
responses to party switching in Bihar. Despite
the increasing influence of national parties
and issues in Indian politics, Bihar's electorate
demonstrates a nuanced engagement with
politics, where local dynamics and individual
politician's actions can significantly impact
electoral outcomes.

This emphasis on local over national issues
is particularly evident in voter reactions to
party switching, where the context of the
switch, including the reasons behind it and
the local political landscape, plays a crucial
role in shaping responses. This finding
underscores the importance of understanding
regional political contexts in India, where
state-level dynamics can differ markedly from
national trends.

In conclusion, the discussion illuminates the
intricate interplay of the party and candidate
identity in Bihar's electoral politics,
emphasising voter behaviour's nuanced and
locally grounded nature. The findings reinforce
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the significance of individual agency within
broader political and social structures, offering
valuable insights for political strategists,
policymakers, and scholars seeking to
understand the complexities of electoral
politics in regional contexts like Bihar.

Conclusion

This study has systematically explored the
electoral repercussions of party switching in
Bihar from 2000 to 2024, revealing nuanced
voter responses and significant impacts on
electoral outcomes. Key findings demonstrate
that party switching influences vote shares
and electoral success, with voter perceptions
of switchers varying from scepticism to
indifferent loyalty, depending on the individual
politician's reputation and the context of the
switch.

These findings underscore the importance of
understanding the local political landscape
and voter sentiments when considering party
switching as a strategy for political parties
and candidates. The mixed voter responses
highlight the need for parties to manage such
transitions carefully, emphasising transparent
communication about the reasons behind
party switching to mitigate potential voter
backlash. For individual politicians, the
findings suggest that maintaining a positive
personal reputation and a strong connection
with constituents is crucial, especially when
navigating the complex dynamics of party
allegiance.

Policymakers should also take note of these
dynamics, recognising the potential for party
switching to influence electoral stability and
voter trust in the political system. Ensuring
transparency and accountability in political
processes could help mitigate cynicism and
enhance democratic engagement.
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Future research should delve deeper into the
long-term effects of party switching on political
careers and party structures, and explore
comparative studies across different Indian
states or regions to understand the broader
implications within diverse political contexts.
Additionally, examining the role of digital
media in shaping voter perceptions of party
switching could offer valuable insights into
an increasingly connected world.

In conclusion, this study contributes to a
richer understanding of the interplay between
party allegiance, voter behaviour, and electoral
outcomes, offering valuable perspectives for
stakeholders in Bihar's political landscape and
beyond.
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EFFECTS OF GENDER QUOTAS ON
POLITICAL KNOWLEDGE AND INTEREST :
A CASE STUDY OF BIHAR
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Abstract :

The aim of the present paper is to understand the effects of gender quotas on political
knowledge and interest of elected women members through a study of women representatives
in local government institutions in Bihar, India. The result shows that reservation for women
can be an important impetus to boost women's political knowledge and interest and expedite
the process of women’s empowerment directly to encourage them. In the paper it is argued
that the women interviewed for the study had gained a certain extent of knowledge and
interest as a direct outcome of their work as elected representative, and that in this respect
it appears that quotas can be a feasible apparatus for women empowerment.

Keywords- Women empowerment, Gender Quota, Political knowledge, Interest, Trust,
Confidence, Bihar, Panchayati Raj, India

Introduction

A growing number of countries are introducing different forms of gender quotas in elections
to equal the gender balance of their political institutions. India also amended its constitution
in 1993, institutionalizing village councils (panchayats) in every village and requiring that
women fill a third of all panchayat seats. Consequently millions of Indian women are entering
the public sphere at local level. However the use of gender quotas presents an argument on
the relationship between women's political representation and their socio-economic positions,
as quotas may lead to unparalleled leaps in the socio-economic positions of women (Dahlerup,
2006). In India where most women are supposed to be dependent on their family because
of the patriarchal social system, how can gender quotas empower women? Many scholars
have used the notion of "proxy women" (Omvedt, 2005; Chattopadhayay & Duflo, 2003) as
an interpretation of elected women with only formal power, and argued that the presence of
women is not necessarily identical with their empowerment. This paper seeks to investigate
the link between quotas and political knowledge and interest which can contribute to the
literature related to women empowerment.
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Literature Review

While reviewing the literature about political
representation and empowerment of women,
one cannot ignore the contribution of Phillips
(1995) who argues that the base of
representation should be shifted from "politics
of ideas" to "politics of presence". This notion
holds that political representation should
display the features such as gender, race
etc. in order to counter the partiality against
them. Thus gender quotas are associated
with a politics of presence. Where some
studies (Sekhon, 2006, Kaul and Sahni,
2009) reveal that reservation itself cannot bring
empowerment of women unless there is a
positive change in the social structure and
mind-set of the people. Their findings illustrate
that neither the reservation for women nor
their actual presence in the panchyat have
helped in addressing the problems associated
with the common village women.

On the other some studies suggest that
women have become more independent in
the decision making process but still face
many difficulties in the course of their
participation. For instance, Kudva (2003)
argues that gender quotas in elections are
an important strategy to empower women
through increased participation in the political
system. According to her the quota provision
has made women more visible and more self-
confident, but they still face opposition from
other villagers and their male counterparts in
Panchayats. Similar results can be seen in
the study of Jayal (2006) in which she reveals
that there are some signs that quotas have
enabled the women to address their practical
gender needs and interests.

Several studies have explained the problems
of women representatives during the
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participation (Shvedova 2005; Matland 1998;
Baviskar 2003; Rai 2006; Hust 2004;
Sivakumar & Maduresh 2006). However the
major weaknesses of these studies are that
they either describe the experiences of
individual elected women, or only emphasis
on the socio-economic profile of elected
women representatives (Ghosh 1995;
Banerjee 1998; Kaushik, 1997; Pai 1998;
Santha 1999; Kapoor, 2002). Two other
studies Hust (2002) and Chattopadhayay and
Duflo (2004) have contributed to our
understanding of the quota system in India
and suggest that the quota for women is
certainly an important impetus for women's
empowerment but the aim of women's
empowerment cannot be reached by quotas
alone.

Thus the existing literature reveals that there
is a need for more in-depth studies
concerning effects of gender quotas on
women's participation in politics. Regardless
of valuable contributions by researchers in
this field, there are still some gaps. For
instance, to what extent the quota has an
effect on their political knowledge and how it
is related to the political interest. In the
present research discourse, local
governmental institutions in Bihar have also
not received much attention and the impact
of gender quota on the political approach of
women representatives has not been judged
yet. The present paper tries to fill in some of
these gaps.

Gender and local governance in India

In its modern version the system of self-gov-
ernance known as Panchayati Raj was intro-
duced in 1959, and was further strengthen
by the recommendation of the Ashok Mehta
Committee (1978) report. The Indian Govern-
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ment made an effort to create a strong local
government system but inadequate women
were elected to the panchayat and their
participation was insignificant. Omvedt’s
(2005) study claims that many of these
women did not even attend the meetings and
merely gave their "thumbprint" as a signa-
ture to whatever decision that was taken.
The 73rd and 74th Amendments were passed
in 1992 and 1993 concerning rural local self-
government and urban local-self administra-
tion (municipalities), which established the
reservation of 33% of all seats in panchayats
and municipalities for women.

Gender Quota : Bihar Model

Following the suggestions of the amendment
acts, the states of India reserved 33% of
seats for women in local self-government
institutions, but the state of Bihar has gone
ahead of this quota limit and through the
Bihar Panchayat Raj Ordinance introduced a
reservation of 50 % for women in local
government institutions:. The reform in Bihar
is the first of its kind in India and according
to the information made available by the
Institute for Democracy and Electoral
Assistance (IDEA) there is no other countries
where the local governance has adopted a
reservation of fifty per cent (IDEA 2006).
Following the Bihar Panchayat Raj Ordinance
2006, elections were held and more than 54%
women candidates got elected.

The concept of women's empowerment

Empowerment is often theorized as a process
(Cueva Beteta 2006; Kabeer 2001; Malhotra
and Schuler 2005) which helps women to
have control over their resources and ideology
and greater self-confidence. Likewise Huyer
and Sikoska (2003) also describe women's
empowerment as a process that leads women
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to distinguish themselves as capable of
undertaking decisions and making choices
about their lives, which involves ample levels
of self-confidence and firmness. The present
paper defines women's empowerment as
continuum of some modules which include
many things like having control and gaining
further control, having a say and being listened
to, being able to define and create from
women's perspective, being recognized and
respected as equal citizens and human
beings with a contribution to make, capacity
building and skill development especially and
ability to plan, make decisions, organize and
carry out activities (Sahay, 1998). As per said
by the researchers that empowerment is a
process and there is need for the incessant
effort to achieve it. However at the same time
it is also important to develop some indicators
to judge it. The present paper attempts to
evaluate it by understanding the impact of
gender quotas on women's attitudes and
activities.

Framework for impact of gender quotas-

To propose a better explanation of the impact
of gender quota on the political attitudes of
women representatives, two concepts,
presented below, have been identified as the
key virtues in a representative democracy.
They are positively correlated to political
empowerment (Verba, 1995), and have been
used in earlier research to study the impact
of electoral gender quotas on women's
political engagement (Zetterberg, 2009).

1. Political Knowledge

2. Political interest

Research Method

The exclusive social political and economic
background of Bihar is the primary reason
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for selecting it for the study. The population
is 103, 80 million (approx.) in which the
female population is 49, 61 million (approx.).
The literacy rate is 82 per cent, in case of
males (73.39 per cent) and females (53.33
per cent) , the all-India figures are 75.26 per
cent and 53.67 per cent respectively.
Additional reason for selecting Bihar as the
location for the study was the change that
has taken place there in the form of 50 per
cent reservation for women in elected bodies
of local government institutions. This is a
matter of interest to discover the effect of
gender quota on the political knowledge and
interest of these women representatives. The
collection of data was accomplished by a
field study in Bihar, adopting a qualitative
method, based on the information about
people's own experiences and explanation of
their own social situation.

The study was conducted by interviewing thirty
women members from the different levels of
the 'Panchayati Raj' system (Sarpanch,
Chairman and Vice Chairman of the
Panchayat Samiti, Chairman and Vice
Chairman of Zila Parishad and other
members). The principle of maximal variation
was used to find elected women with different
backgrounds. The thirty women selected had
varied characteristics regarding religion,
caste, age, wealth, education, political
background of the family.

The interviews were semi-structured as this
allows more flexibility than structured
interviews or surveys. To avoid the probability
of questions being answered by their male
family members, a personal interview method
was applied. Despite the data collected
through interviews, the other sources were
official reports of the government of Bihar.
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The secondary sources were books and
articles published in journals and other
published literature related to the research
work. The location of interviews was mostly
in Patna, but respondents were from Patna,
Araria, Arwal, Gopalganj, Bhojpur, Gaya,
Sitamarhi, Kishanganj, Munger, Purnia, Bihta,
Mokama, Hajipur, and Samastipur. Interviews
were sometimes held in the homes, at the
training camps or at the Bihar Rajya
Panchayat Samiti office in Patna.

Findings
Political Knowledge :

Barabas (2002) argues that knowledge has
begun as one of the most important variables
in the study of political science and it
specifies information about the adjoining
social and political realities which create an
interest in participating in the process of
change. (Hazel, 1984) A virtuous knowledge
of political activities may be treated as an
index of active interest in politics, which is
very much required for developing suitable
strategies for political action. Different
scholars have established different results
about the political knowledge of women.
Several found that women have less
knowledge whereas some found that women
are knowledgeable. Narayan (1976) Mondak
and Anderson (2004) ; as well as Delli Carpini
and Keeter (1996), have established that
women tend to know less about politics, but
the present research reveals that 18 out of
30 women representatives have good
knowledge about politics, and regarding the
panchayat’s works and activities. They had
developed new knowledge about politics in
general as well as about local issues
important to their constituencies. For
instance, one of the respondents said:
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'Now | have become attentive of political and
local issues. Obligations to the reservation
which provided me an opportunity to
participate in the political life, | am learning
politics and | think it is good for everyone to
be aware of this.'

This statement noticeably displays that if
women get an opportunity to participate in
the political field they can learn more about
the problems and subsequently perform for
the betterment of the people, and that women
are willing to learn about the political system.
They had also gained worthy information
concerning the government programs and the
development programs started by the
panchayats. They were also able to identify
the source of income of their panchayats
like government funds, panchayat property,
and collection of taxes etc. and confident
enough to share their knowledge.

While showing a paper in her hand another
respondent stated — "Look, this is a list of
the programmes which the government is
going to start here. | am going to update
about it to the people here so that they
can be aware of these and consequently help
us to implement these programmes
effectively”

She further said— "There are numerous
complications in implementing the
programmes and the most important is the
lack of money. | think the government should
increase the amount of funds. The basic
problem is here we do not get sufficient
money from the government."

This statement displays that these women
have a good knowledge about the funds as
well as the problems in implementing the
programmes.
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The paper also argues that these women have
consummate a higher perceptibility which can
be said a very important development for rural
India. For example, one respondent said — "I
try to dialogue with everybody in my area. In
this manner | become aware of their problems.
Then | converse it with my colleagues. |
personally try to go everywhere as much as
possible. Before the reservation it was not
imaginable for me to go but at the present
with the help of this quota system | can step
out of my house and try to understand political
field with my own experience."

Thus the quotas have created an prospect
for women to achieve confidence, visibility
and knowledge of the political sphere and in
this respect the present paper supports the
findings of Ban’s (2006) study which clarifies
that the women elected through quotas are
well-informed and up-to-date about political
activities. Subsequently it suggests that the
women can increase knowledge from work
experience if they get chance and thus it
supports quota system because it gives a
chance to women to work and know about
the political field.

Political Interest

Classical studies have discovered about the
reasons, levels and factors supportive and
impeding the person's interest in politics. But
according to Gidengil (1995) those
conclusions may partially result from the view
of politics as a man's game, conferred in
male rapports and concentrating on issues
that women do not find as prominent as men.
Hence, it was quite important to find out the
level of political interest of these women.
When asked about how interested they were
in politics, the respondents answered that
they were very much interested, and that they
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had established a greater interest in politics
as a result of their new knowledge and by
contributing in local politics. One respondent
said,

"For me it is quite interesting to go and
participate in the meetings. Although | get
less time but still | try to manage it with my
household works. | learned many political
skills there. Now | watch news and discuss
with my family and friends. | think when you
start knowing about something new you also
attain more interest in that."

The above statement shows that women have
grew a not only increased interest but also
they are now more voiced in their family and
friend circle about discoursing any political,
social or local issue. This can be seen as a
worthy development in that form of social
structure where earlier women were fitted only
to perform domestic tasks and to be quite.
It also points out that there is a straight link
between knowledge and interest and they are
vice-versa. For better explanation it can be
revealed from the statement of another
respondent,

"I contested elections because of the
reservation. When | joined the office | did not
know anything. But now slowly | become
aware of many things. This has given me
new knowledge. When | started knowing
many new things | developed interest in
politics. After that when | got interested |
tried to know more. It is very noble
experience."

They said that before quota system they were
not involved in the political sphere as they
believed that it was a men's world but now
when they have acquired an opportunity to
come in politics they found it interesting.
Another respondent said,
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"Before joining politics | thought that | am
not appropriate for this. Furthermore there
was not any chance for women in politics
here. But when the government executed
reservation policy this seat has become
reserved for women. After some reluctance |
stood for the election and won. It gave me a
feeling that | am also able to serve my
people."

She further added — "Now | ponder politics
is not only men’s game. We (women) also
have many things to know and do. Thus |
strongly support reservation for women. It
renders a suitable stand for women to be
active in political field."

Therefore it can be said that quota seems to
be allied with increased levels of women's
interest in politics. At the same time on the
basis of the present paper it also can be
proposed that with the women’s experience
in the political field the politics will not be
only men’s game in the future. It is very
interesting to find out that some of the women
who developed interest in politics have not
acquired good education but still they have
interest in understanding the politics thus there
is a positive thing that if all of them will be
highly educated they will be more interested
in the political system.

Conclusion and discussion

This article proposes to evaluate the impact
of gender quota to the women’s political
empowerment on the basis of two concepts:
Political knowledge and political Interest. The
data discloses that gender quotas has had a
very positive impact on the political knowledge
of women as most of the elected women
representatives have a good knowledge about
the political activities and work of the
panchayat and have become more interested
in political works. The reservation system has
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also positive effects on women's political
interest. The system has given a platform to
the women to interact with social and political
entities, making them more visible and gained
the interest to perform their duties for the
betterment of their community.

To summarize it can be stated that the
reservation for women can be an important
incentive to women's empowerment in India
on village level but there is a need to speed
up this process by application of
supplementary policies which boost the self-
confidence of women, build women's
capabilities and remove operational obstacles.
There is a need to change many facets of
the existing gender relations, power
distribution and to take firm decisions
concerning power-sharing. On the basis of
this paper it cannot be denied that these
women members have gained a certain extent
of ability and confidence as a direct outcome
of the quota. In this respect it appears that
the quota can be a reasonable tool for the
political empowerment of women.
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Appendix
List of Respondents

Nr. | Age Caste Religion Education Wealth Occupation P;;I:::;;I Elei:]i:l::ls’(:r of
1 40 Muslim 5th Class 50000 House wife Yes Mukhiya

2 56 General Hindu Literate 240000 Agriculture No Ward Sadasya

3 29 SC Hindu 5th class 18000 Labour No Ward Sadasya

4 58 Muslim 5th Class 28000 Agriculture No Ward Sadasya

5 35 SC Hindu Literate 50000 House wife No Zilla Sadasya

6 33 General Hindu Intermediate 18000 Teacher Yes Mukhiya

7 45 Muslim Post Graduate | 80000 House Wife No Zilla Adhayksha

8 25 SC Hindu Literate 18000 Labour Yes Ward Sadasya

9 26 OBC Hindu High School 100000 Business Yes Zilla Sadasya

10 43 General Hindu Post Graduate | 1700000 | Job No Zilla Adhayksha
11 38 General Hindu Graduate 100000 Business Yes Mukhiya

12 31 OBC Hindu High School 20000 Agriculture No Mukhiya

13 23 SC Hindu Graduate 25000 House Wife No Nagar Adhayksha
14 45 OBC Hindu Literate 90000 Agriculture Yes Nagar Adhayksha
15 40 OBC Hindu 5" Class 140000 House Wife No Mukhiya

16 45 SC Hindu High School 12000 House Wife No Pramukh

17 32 Muslim 5" Class 45000 Business Yes Zilla Sadasya

18 27 General Hindu Intermediate 75000 House Wife Yes Ward Sadasya

19 30 Muslim Post Graduate | ------ Business No Mukhiya

20 30 SC Hindu High School 200000 Agriculture No Zilla Sadasya

21 25 General Hindu Intermediate 96000 Agriculture Yes Pramukh

22 33 General Hindu Intermediate 25000 Agriculture No Nagar Adhayksha
23 26 SC Hindu 7" Class 50000 House Wife No Mukhiya

24 34 OBC Hindu Literate 56000 Agriculture Yes Zilla Sadasya

25 30 General Hindu Literate 70000 Agriculture Yes Pramukh

26 31 OBC Hindu High School 45000 Business Yes Nagar Adhayksha
27 41 OBC Hindu 7" Class 80000 House Wife No Zilla Sadasya

28 30 OBC Hindu High School 60000 House Wife Yes Zilla Adhayksha
29 45 SC Hindu Literate 85000 Agriculture Yes Mukhiya

30 28 SC Hindu Intermediate 40000 Housewife No Zilla Sadasya
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Abstract :

India is a land of enormous complexities and cultural diversity. It is in a state of constant flux.
Social realities and cultural certainties are changing rapidly. Thus, a detailed understanding
of contemporary social, cultural and countercultural institutions has never been more needed
than it is today. It is in this context that | sought to understand and investigate the vast
complexities between culture, politics and society in India and especially the Bhojpuri region.
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Understanding the dynamics of culture

Culture is something which is not fixed or stable. What do we mean by that? It means that
what makes sense for one period or region might not make sense for the people of other
region or time. It is something we fight over, disagree over, we have arguments about, we have
laws on one side and convention on other side. So, culture is a contested field. Culture and
cultural practices, culture and symbols of culture, culture and meanings- all are fields of
negotiations. And, it is natural to disagree on a fixed nature of culture. Culture is not a stable
category. Punk might not look like culture to a lot of people here in the Eastern part of the
world. Our traditional practices in various corners of the country which includes body
piercing, body sacrifices could appear strange to people of other cultures and cultural traditions.
So meaning and culture is something we fight over because it is associated with our identity.
It is about a frame of practices that helps me define myself and locate myself in the larger
group. Thus, culture is a constantly changing dynamic field where various forces and
stakeholders seek to negotiate what they understand as culture.

Evolving nature of culture

Culture can evolve over a period of time or may be over centuries. What is acceptable at one
point of time may not be acceptable at another period of time. Now, one obvious/ crucial
question comes in the mind of any researcher that why do some cultures survive and others
die down? This question brings us to the core focus in the politics of cultural or countercultural
study. How does one define a culture as acceptable and some as unacceptable? How does
one define a culture as legitimate and others as illegitimate? Traditionally culture has been
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reorganised as the culture of a small elite
group of people with economic and social
power. According to the Marxist
understanding, culture is a 'superstructure'
built on an economic base. The culture of
those who have economic power, their culture
will remain superior. It will acquire status,
recognition, monitory benefits, prestige and
all sorts of other benefits. Those people who
possess economic power also possess
cultural power. Their culture will be established
as so called 'high culture'. All other cultural
forms and cultural practices, experiences, and
ways of knowing will be called 'low culture'.
This is where the important interventions can
be made by the researcher who is trying to
understand politics of culture and
counterculture. Culture established as 'high
cultural' forms are in positions of authority,
respectability while 'low culture' suffers as
being backward. The irony here is that the
so called 'low culture' is the culture of the
masses, the culture of the larger group of
people/ community/group. Thus, one can
immediately wonder that why is the culture
of the larger group of people being ignored?
The point that | want to make here is that
one way to control the subjugated classes is
to deem them culturally backward and
therefore to claim that their culture does not
count. Culture is about identity; it is about
different practices that help me to understand
myself better.

Art, literature and Culture: Why and for
Whom?

While going through the literature of art one
question keeps coming up is that who is the
art and literature for? This question is
fundamental in the Marxist stream of thought
especially the Neo Marxists have deeply
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delved with this question. For them, it was a
question of principle. This problem was also
resolved long ago by Marxists, especially by
Lenin. As far back as 1905, Lenin firmly
pointed out that our literature and art should
"serve the millions and tens of millions of
working people".

Mao Tse Tung also emphatically pronounced
that "literature and art which exist today are
for the exploiters and oppressors. He argued
that Literature and art are for the landlord
class feudal literature and art calling literature
and art for the bourgeoisie are bourgeois
literature and art. With us, literature and art
are for the people, not for any of the above
groups". He argued that China's new Culture
at the contemporary stage was an anti-
imperialist, anti-feudal culture of the masses
of the people under the leadership of the
proletariat.

Another question comes in our mind is that
who, then, are the masses or the people?
According to Mao "The broadest sections of
the people, constituting more than 90 percent
of our total population are the workers,
peasants, soldiers and the urban petty
bourgeoisie. Therefore, our literature and art
are first for the workers, the class that leads
the revolution. Secondly, they are for the
peasants, the most numerous and most
steadfast of our allies in the revolution. Thirdly,
they are for the armed workers and peasants,
namely, the Eighth Route and New Fourth
Armies and the other armed units of the
people, which are the main forces of the
revolutionary war. Fourthly, they are for the
labouring masses of the urban petty
bourgeoisie and for the petty-bourgeois
intellectuals, both of them are also our allies
in the revolution and capable of long-term co-
operation with us".
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The conceptual landscape of the social
sciences has been radically altered by the
writings of Michel Foucault. Much like the
previous approaches, Foucault was concerned
with representational complexity and the
question of how knowledge is produced within
a shared cultural context within defined
historical circumstances. In his early
structuralist writings, he explored the question
that how it was possible to establish 'truth’
when the concept had its own history with
many meaning? To understand the varied use
of category of truth, he argued that we had
to look at the discourse of which it was a
part, the system of representation which
regulates what meaning can and cannot be
produced. In his book, "Discourse Analysis"
he went on to argue involve "configurations of
rules of conduct, established texts and
institutional practices each situated in a
historically and socially specific set of cultural
relations". In this way we can see that he
was mainly concerned with the relationship
between knowledge and power. The power/
knowledge relationship is illustrated in
throughout his work. In his book, 'Madness,
Punishment and Sexuality', he explored how
the way we think about normality and
pathology and the modes of classification
through which people are pigeon-holed.
Adornoand Horkheimer coined the term 'The
Cultural Industry' to suggest that "culture is
now a production of capitalist corporations
who produce commodities that purport to be
democratic, individualistic and diversified, but
are in actuality authoritarian, conformist and
highly standardized. Thus, the mass culture
which corporations produce is nothing but
mass deception”. This involves not just
'meanings' but the structuring of the human
psyche into the conformist ways of the
‘authoritarian personality'.
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A Brief Introduction to the Bhojpuri Re-
gion, People, and its Society

Culture is said to be the replica of the socio-
economic and political situation of the
society. As | am dealing with the Bhojpuri
culture, it seems that the songs, theatre,
poetry, and literature of the region reflect the
issues and the context of that society. To
deal with the above questions, it is essential
to introduce my field of study. Bhojpuri region
is a socio-cultural entity which is spread
across Western Bihar and Uttar Pradesh.
Colonial and postcolonial sociologists and
anthropologists mark the 19th century as a
watershed in the history of migration and
thus, similar can be found in the region at
that time. Economic policies and caste
system further helped in dispossessing
labouring class of Indian agrarian societies.
With slavery eradicated in the coloniser
countries (England, France and Netherlands),
a crisis in labour surfacing in the offshore
plantations of the imperialist countries.
Importing labour from the areas of continental
Europe, West Africa and China seemed to
be the only way to deal with the 'Labour
Crisis'. Unable to bring their efforts to fruition
and followed by the successful Mauritian
experiment with importing Hill Collies
(Dhangers from Chotanagpur region) to fuel
the labour needs in the plantations resulted
in the adoption of the same strategy by the
imperial countries. This resulted in large scale
migration from the Bhojpuri region, which was
reeling under economic crisis and destitution,
to Mauritius, Fiji and the Caribbean. (also
reported by George Grierson on Colonial
Migration from Bengal Presidency, 1883).

Male out-migration was not transitory, but a
central phenomenon to Bhojpuri lives. This
phenomenon still continues wherein a large
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number of Bhojpuri male members constitute
cheap informal labour in cities across India.
Presently, they go not only to metros like
Delhi, Mumbai, and Kolkata but also to other
cities like Gujrat and Punjab. Thus, one can
say that the above historical landscape of
Bhojpuri region is not the days of the past
only. In my field study in Bhojpur region, |
have seen that most of the male members of
the family especially from the lower castes
and class have migrated in order to be able
to support their families. Most Muslim men
have gone to Saudi Arabia to get greater
opportunities of work and remuneration
whereas Hindu men members have gone to
Mumbai, Gujrat, Ludhiana, Punjab and so
on. Apart from this, feudal patriarchy and the
caste-based hierarchy have also remained a
crude reality of the Bihari Society.

Bhojpuri Society and Counterculture

A cursory glance through the 'culture’ as it is
understood in Bihar would show that there
exists a 'Culture' which is used as the
medium of profit making tools, or as a means
for commercial, capitalist, and consumerist
goals. The mainstream popular culture in the
name of pleasure often directly or indirectly,
consciously or unconsciously leads to the
abuse of women by furthering their act of
producing a song or Cinema that is sexist
stereotypical, misogynist and insensitive
which strengthens the feudal, patriarchal and
casteist roots of the society. Here | would
like to mention Bourdieu Pierre who says
that "cultural tastes are social constructs
located in the context of a class-oriented
habitus". With regard to the Bhojpuri region,
| would argue that culture is both the social
and commercial construct. The point | want
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to make here is that in this process of
commercialisation of culture often, the other
side of Bhojpuri cultural sphere remains
absent, limited, or out of reach to the larger
masses. Bhojpuri culture has come to be
ridiculed by outsiders as being obscene and
profane and understandably so, going by the
popular culture available for mass
consumption. This phenomenon of a larger
shift in the Bhojpuri culture is not very old.
The shift has come in the last two decades
with the arrival of deregulated/ unbridled
commercial cultural market for the sheer
purpose of profit. However, there are also
people and groups who are committed to
creating/building counter-culture to resist or
change the dominant political, economic or
social culture based on inequality. Further,
we will see that in the process of making
and unmaking of culture and counterculture
there still remains many more practical
difficulties and debates around this particular
topic.

Bhojpuri speaking region is the place of
phenomenally renowned personalities who are
known worldwide for their contribution to the
field of culture and literature. It is ironical
however, that most of the people of our
generation are unaware of a whole section of
their own culture.

Asserting Bhojpuri cultural identity

We would like to put Bhojpuri literary writers,
poets, and play writer such as Shakespeare
of Bhojpuri Bhikhari Thakur, Heera Dom (Dalit
poet), Markande Das Bihari Ram, Narayan
Mahto (Naxalite poet), Gorakh Pandey, Rahul
Sankrityayan, etc. These extraordinary people
have played an important role in keeping the
Bhojpuri alternative People's culture alive
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through their different forms of cultural creation
be it poetry, playwriting, or songs depicting
the diverse aspects of Bhojpuri people's life
and struggle for subsistence and struggle to
have a dignified life. The speakers of the
language, whose first poet is Kabir, are truth-
loving having the courage to break conventions
with a habit of fighting the fear of scriptures
and illusions of the world and are beyond
doubt forever ready to endanger their lives for
the protection of their freedom. The people
who have tried to understand the Bhojpuri
culture and society properly have recognized
these features of Bhojpuri consciousness.
One such person is the learned scholar Rahul
Sankrityayan who has discovered the history
of Bhojpuri society and culture and developed
its independent identity. Apart from these,
there have been many Bhojpuri writers and
poets from different political shades, for
example, Udaynarayan Tiwari, Bhagwat
SharanUpadhyaya, Vidyaniwas Mishra,
Bhojpuri story writer BrajKishor, popular poet
and play writer Bhikhari Thakur, has written
29 plays like Videshiya, Gabarghichod, Beti
Bechwa, VidhwaVilaap etc. All of these works
interrogate the then socio-economic system
of the Bhojpuri region, which is still very much
pertinent. Heera Dom brought into being the
Dalit discourse in his writings. Gorakh
Pandey became the poet of the masses with
his caste and class-sensitive issues in his
writings and poetry. Having the command over
philosophy and politics, he was a dynamic
writer and fierce critic of a social and political
system based on inequality. 'Swarg se Vidai'
is one of his most famous books. Recently
two books of Gorakh Pandey came up in
public the first is titled "Gorakh Pandey
Sankalit GaddyeRachnayen (2018)" edited by
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Gopal Pradhan, and the second one is titled
"Gorakh Pandey SamagraKavitayen 2014".
Both were published by 'Jan Sanskriti Manch'
and became very popular. These people have
raised issues related to the downtrodden and
exhibited people's life and struggles in their
writings. Krishnadev Upadhyaya in his article
"an introduction to the Bhojpuri folk song", 1.
Srivastava in his article "Women as portrayed
in women folk songs of North India", and
Badri Narayan in his book "Bhojpuri culture
and 1857: A memory against forgetting" have
depicted the glory of Bhojpuri folk culture
and the voice of resistance in their cultural
forms.

Conclusion

This paper sought to understand the new
evolving pattern of culture, which is not only
defying the traditional cultural pattern but also
creating a different culture which is plural
and more democratic in nature. Thus we can
say that cultures are formed through a
complex dialogue or contestation with other
popular culture. Study of culture and
counterculture is the most challenging
concept in the field of social sciences. Still,
we continue to explore all aspects of culture
and try to engage and understand it properly.
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Abstract :

Human rights are basic rights that belong to every human in the world right from birth. To
speak of human rights needs a conception that the rights one possess by virtue of being
human. The root cause for human rights may be traced to religion, humanitarian traditions
and to the growing struggle for freedom and equality in all parts of the world. It is quoted as
those rights that are essential for the protection and maintenance of dignity and create
condition in which every human can develop its personality to the fullest of its extent.
Everyone born in this world have human rights that must be protected by the law. According
to United Nations, there are 30 basic human rights that recognized around the world like right
to life, liberty, equality, justice etc. It was a mighty and strong leap-forward of human rights.
The French Revolution of 1789 also made certain contributions to it. Hence, through this
paper | would highlight the efforts of United Nations with the help of its various mechanism,
how it works structurally for the protection of human rights in concrete way.

Keywords : Human Rights, Justice, Equality, National security etc.

Evolution of Human Rights

Human rights are basic rights that belong to every human in the world right from birth. To
speak of human rights needs a conception that the rights one possess by virtue of being
human. The root cause for human rights may be traced to religion, humanitarian traditions
and to the growing struggle for freedom and equality in all parts of the world. It is quoted as
those rights that are essential for the protection and maintenance of dignity and create
condition in which every human can develop its personality to the fullest of its extent.
Everyone born in this world have human rights that must be protected by the law. According
to United Nations, there are 30 basic Human Rights that recognized around the world like
right to life, liberty, equality, justice etc. The first major grant of such rights by a ruler was
"Magna Carta" signed willy-nilly by King John of England in 1215 A.D. But the demand for
more and more rights in favour of the people as against the ruler was carried on by leaders-
secular as well as ecclesiastical all over the civilized world. After about 600 years of Magna
Carta, Abraham Lincoln, formally abolished slavery and granted freedom from bondage to the
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wretched slaves. It was a mighty and strong
leap-forward of human rights. The French
Revolution of 1789 also made certain
contributions to it.

The modern human rights law can be called
as Post World War 11(1945 onwards)
phenomenon. The monstrous violation of the
human rights during that period and the belief
that some of these human rights violations
could have been checked out if there had
been some effective international system for
the protection of human rights. The brutal
act done by Hitler (German Dictator) against
the Jews (Genocide i.e. the systematic killing
of people because of their race and ethnicity)
or the dropping of Atom Bombs over the
Japanese cities (Hiroshima and Nagasaki on
August 1945) by the American troops were
the most tragic violations of human rights
during the war period. Thus in 1945 (after the
second World War) the UNO was established
as the international organization for
maintaining international peace and security
as well as the protection and promotion of
human rights universally. The United Nations
is the prime forum for creating international
law that is solely concerned with the states
in the classical period. For the first time
Human Rights was recognised by the Charter
of the United Nations. In other words, the
human rights provisions in the UN Charter
reflect the reaction of the international
community to the horrors of war and the
regimes which unleased it. The UNO through
its UDHR (Universal Declaration on Human
Rights) of 10th December,1948 gave it a
concrete fillip. The International Bill of human
rights recognizes not only human right to
life, liberty and security, but also freedom
from exploitation, right to privacy as well as
other economic, political, social and cultural
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rights. The human rights are thus a body of
both rules & customs9 that are essential for
being human to every extent.

Certain Provisions are woven in the UN
Charter "like a golden thread" that gives a
remarkable space to the Human Rights.
Everyone keen to have a very strong provisions
in order to provide every human being a
comfortable position in the society i.e. "Live
and Let Live". Some have affirmed the binding
nature and direct enforceability of the Charter
provisions, while others have denied it. While
denying to them, directly or indirectly, as
relevant in the sense that they form part of
the public policy of a state as a signatory of
the Charter. Certain provisions are:

(a) Preamble :

The Preambleof the UN Charter states"
We the peoples of United Nations(are)
determined to reaffirm faith in fundamental
human rights, in the dignity & worth of
the human persons, in the equal rights
of men & women & of nations large &
small". Article 1 reads as follows: "All
human beings are born free and equal in
dignity and rights.

(b) Purpose of the UNO:

Article1(3) provides for the underlying
purpose of the U.N. i.e., "to achieve
international co-operation in solving
international problems of an economic,
social, cultural or humanitarian character,
& in promoting and encouraging respect
for human rights". It calls for no
discrimination should be practiced on the
basis of sex, race, religion, creed efc. It
has sown for days ahead, it has achieved
more than might have been expected,
less than might have been hoped.
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(d)

Responsibilities of the General
Assembly:

Article 55(c) provides responsibilities to
the General Assembly of U.N. to work
upon for fulfilling the above mentioned
purpose of the U.N. This U.N. machinery
is the largest body that includes almost
every sovereign nation of the world. It
provides an active universal platform for
them to come forward with their issues
& grievances over human rights. One of
the early Acts of the General Assembly
was to draft & adopt the UDHRs
resolutions 217A of December 1948.
During its 60th session, the General
Assembly adopted the World Summit
Outcome Resolution 60/1 of 16th
September 2005 which called, inter alia,
for strengthening of the UN's human rights
mechanism. The General Assembly has
adopted about 80 human rights
conventions and declarations since
1948.Human rights are thus a core of
everything we do & try to do. Drafted by
representatives with different legal and
cultural backgrounds from all regions of
the world, the Declaration was proclaimed
by the United Nations General Assembly
in Paris on 10 December 1948 (General
Assembly resolution 217 A) as a common
standard of achievements for all peoples
and all nations.

Aims of UN Security Council :

The UN Security Council comprising of
15 members has the primary duty for the
promotion and protection of international
peace and security. Although, this UN
mechanism has not been endowed any
specific power in the field of human rights,
but in reality, it has become the "centre
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piece of the human rights protection
system of the international community.
It regards human rights violations as a
threat to international peace, making it
possible to take action against such
violations with measures provided in
Chapter VIl of the UN Charter. It identifies
three human rights which have attracted
most of its attentions: the right of peoples
to self-determination, the right to
democratic governance and the
fundamental rights (arising under
international human rights law and
international humanitarian law) of civilian
population and minorities during war and
internal conflict. It has been responsible
for international tribunals to prosecute
serious violations of humanitarian laws.
For example, special tribunals have been
set up to prosecute law crimes in Former
Yugoslavia and acts of genocide in
Rwanda.

The Security Council has increased
attention to atrocity, crimes such as
genocide, crimes against humanity, major
war crimes and ethnic cleansing laws
which is a combination of human rights
humanitarian and criminal law. In the
meantime, some changes might be
institutionalised. The relevant UN officials
should always be invited to address the
Security Council such as United Nations
High Commissioner on human rights,
UNHC on Refugees, the UN Coordinator
on humanitarian affairs or the President
of the UN Human Rights Council.
Secondly, when approving an enforcement
action, it should always create a follow-
on supervising committee to report back
to it about fidelity to and progress in
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implementing the mandate. The idea of
human rights has a force of its own which
government can never extinguish.

(e) Objective of International Economic
& Social Cooperation:

Article 13(2) set out in Chapter IX & X
aims at to create a condition of stability
& well-being for having a peaceful &
friendly relation among nations based on
respect for the principle of equal rights &
self-determination of the people. Similarly,
Article 55 & 56 bind member States to
observe & respect human rights. From
time to time, the UN International Court
of Justice use to give its advisory
opinions in many matters.

() Functions of UN Economic & Social
Council:

Article 62(2) empowers ECOSOCto make
recommendations for the purpose of
promoting respect for, & the obligations
of human rights & fundamental freedom
for all. Article 68 empowers ECOSOC
regarding setting up a Commission for
the promotion of human rights. & such
other commissions as may be required
for the performance of its functions.

Other structural mechanisms —
Individual complaints:

The provision for Individual complaints can
also be entertained by the Treaty Bodies.
Few UN mechanisms are authorized enough
to deal with those complaints under
reasonable limitations. An individual might get
few relaxations by going through complicated
procedures. In fact, Human Rights must be
enjoyed without any restrictions. It is one of
the best mechanistic tool of this Global body.
Through ratifications of international human
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rights treaties, the government undertake to
put into place domestic measures and
legislation as well as duties. The domestic
legal system, therefore provides the principle
legal protection guaranteed under international
law. Where it fails to address human rights
abuses, mechanisms and procedure for
individual complaints or communications are
available at the regional and international
levels to help ensure that international human
rights standards are indeed respected,
implemented and enforced at the local levels.

United Nations Human Rights Commission:

It is staffed by about 900 international civil
servants who work on a wide range of human
rights activities. There are currently about
seven treaty bodies of international experts
who monitor state party's compliance with
the core international human rights treaties
and conventions. Made up of 15 member
states (earlier it was18) elected by ECOSOC
for three years' terms & meets for six weeks
annually. It was formed under Resolution
1237(XLII). It considers the entire UN human
rights program through the mechanism of
examining, discussing, fact-finding missions
& setting priorities on a wide range of Human
Rights institutions & bodies. For its help, it
can create subsidiary bodies & mechanisms
that could meet regularly. In fact, during its
inception in 1946, it was decided to not to
look into communications about individual
human rights abuses. But much has changed
now at varying degrees into a structure of
legally binding treaties. Special investigators
and mechanisms has been built up to hold
countries to commitments to respect the
human rights of their citizens and be
accountable for their actions. Six major
human rights treaties have been negotiated
namely civil and political rights, economic
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and social rights21, racial discrimination,
discrimination against women, torture & rights
of the child. Almost all countries have ratified
these six treaties. Since 1980, the
Commission has created a number of
"Special Procedures" to look into violations
of human rights on an urgent basis, conduct
country investigations and report publically
on their findings ratified by experts appointed
on the basis of their merit and calibre. There
are certain "Independent experts" also. The
Special Procedures experts takes action on
certain "thematic" human rights violations and
the Independent experts serve as "Country
special rapporteurs".

Human Rights Council:

The world leaders- Heads of states and
governments met at UNO's Headquarters from
September 14-16, 2005 and adopted a
document at the end of the summit known
as 2005 World Summit Outcome. It contains
a number of global issues that are responsible
for the protection of all human rights and
fundamental freedoms. The General Assembly
on March 15, 2006 adopted a resolution to
establish the Human Rights Council, based
in Geneva, in replacement of the Commission
of Human Rights. The Council shall be the
main inter-governmental body for human rights
in the UN system. It consists of 47 members
that are elected directly and individually by
secret ballot by the majority of the members
of the General Assembly. They serve for the
period of six years and are not eligible for
immediate re-election. Its main functions are
to promote human rights education and
learning, give advisory opinion, serve as a
forum for dialogue on thematic issues on
human rights, undertake periodic reviews and
submit annual report to General Assembly. It

49

shall assume the role and responsibility of
the Commission on Human Rights to the work
of the Office of the UN High Commissioner
for Human Rights.

Universal Periodic Review :

On June 18, 2007, the Human Rights Council
adopted a resolution which established the
Universal Periodic Review. It is a unique
process which involves a review of the human
rights records of all UN members once in
every four years. Thus around forty-eight
states will be reviewed every year. It aims at
the over-all study and condition of human
rights in particular states. It will examine the
reports submitted to it and also provide
technical support. The reviews are conducted
by the Universal Periodic Review Working
Groups consisting of around 47 members.
The government of Iran undertook its first
UPR on 15th February 2010. Out of 189
recommendations, it accepted around 123
recommendations.

Conclusion :

Hence, human rights are the core of the UN's
identify. Human rights remain the central pillar
of UNO for the coming century. Indeed, they
lie right at the heart of our multi-lateral
endeavours. They need it to be their ally and
protector. No doubt, the world political
situation does not allow for much concerted
human rights activism, in the field. Doctrines
of national security and sovereignty are often
invoked to conceal, excuse or justify human
rights abuses. Extreme poverty and exclusion
from economic, political and cultural life
continue to be the fate of millions in both
developing and developed countries. Definitely,
the United Nations Organization is a saviour
of the Human Rights. But without respect for
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the dignity and worth of all members of the
human family, any effort cannot possibly
succeed.
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Perry Anderson's After Nehru is review of the functional aspect of the Indian politics, especially
after Nehru's ascendance to prime ministership, from an outsider's vantage point. All three
organs of the government- Executive, Legislature and Judiciary are included in the ambit of
his analysis. Again, he discusses how have the Nehruvian Consensus i.e., Democracy,
Socialism, Secularism and Federalism found their way practically in the Indian politics.

He begins with the point (like Pratap Bhanu Mehta used the term 50% democracy) that the
Indian politics is not that democratic and liberal as is theoretically and ideally claimed. He
takes the example of representation. The Constituent Assembly that gave India its constitution
was a British-created body dating from 1946, for which only one out of seven of the subjects
of the Raj had been allowed to vote. No election on an expanded franchise was held {ill
1951.For twenty years, across five polls between 1951 and 1971, Congress never won a
majority of votes. In this period, at the peak of its popularity as an organisation, its average
share of the electorate was 45 per cent. This yielded it crushing majorities in the LokSabha,
amounting to just below 70 per cent of the seats in Parliament. Also, by 1987 there had been
no fewer than 75 of these takeovers by the centre (president's rule), affecting virtually every
state in India. Thus, the representative institutions of Indian democracy were thus from the
start anchored in a system of electoral distortion, and armour-plated with an ample repertoire
of legal repression.

The priorities of Nehru's regime were industrial development and military spending, rather than
bridging socio-economic gap. A great faith was instilled in the Trickle down theory. No land
reform worthy of mention was attempted. No income tax was introduced until 1961. Primary
education was grossly neglected. As a party, Congress was controlled by a coalition of rich
farmers, traders and urban professionals.

A major factor responsible for such a devastating inequality present in India is social
stratification. Structurally, by reason of their smaller numbers and greater resources, virtually
all ruling classes enjoy an advantage over the ruled in their capacity of collective action. More
numerous and more dispersed, less equipped materially, less armed culturally, subordinate
classes always tend, in sociologist Michael Mann's phrase, to be "organisationally outflanked"
by those above them. Nowhere has this condition been more extreme than in India. Later on,
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identity (caste, language etc.) was learnt to
be furthered for educational,employment and
political gain. There the country is divided
into some thirty major linguistic groups.

In the similar way, secularism has been
manipulated as per the convenience. In the
struggle for independence, the legitimating
ideology of Congress had always been a
secular nationalism. The constitution it
adopted did not, however, describe India as
a secular state, a term that that was avoided.
Nor did it institute equality before the law, a
principle also eschewed. There would be no
uniform code: Hindus and Muslims would
continue to be subject to the respective
customs of their faith governing family life.
Protection of cows and prohibition of alcohol
were enjoined, and seats reserved in
Parliament for two minorities, Scheduled
Castes (Untouchables) and Tribes, but not
Muslims. In mechanics such as these, Indian
secularism is Hindu confessionalism by
another name. An unfortunate resultant of
mishandling the matter of minorities is that
the three great insurgencies against the Indian
state have come in Kashmir, Nagaland-
Mizoram and Punjab-regions respectively
Muslim, Christian and Sikh.

Another ideal that is, federalism is not
prevalent in India in true sense. Constitution
drafters studiously avoided the word "federal".
The Upper House in Delhi would be not even
the weak shadow of a senate. The new state
would be an Indian Union, with powers
conferred on the centre to manipulate or
overthrow elected authorities in its constituent
units unthinkable in the United States,
Canada, Australia or other models consulted
for its construction. But though less than
federal in intention, in outcome the union
became something like a creatively flexible
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federation, in which state governments came
to enjoy a considerable degree of autonomy,
so long as they did not offer opportunities for
intervention by internal disputes or cross too
boldly the political will of the centre. The
feature of the centre has been like state of
emergency in the periphery, dictatorship of
the centre. India has escaped the latter. But
it has exhibited the former, with a vengeance.
For example, it is now 65 years since
Congress seized the larger part of Kashmir
almost undemocratically. The ease with which
the National Conference was manipulated to
Indian ends, as Abdullah was discarded for
Bakshi, and Bakshi for Sadiq, made it clear
how relatively shallow an organisation it had,
despite appearences, always been. Similarly,
the North-East is a fertile land for conflict
because of repressive handling by the Centre,
especially the Congress under Nehru. The
AFSPA enacted in 1958 is reason of hatred
here. POTA, TADA etc are some other
examples of repressive laws. Foreign
relations, too, were conducted in the way
Nehru thought they should be. There was
little space for discussion. For example, he
went for the slogan 'Hindi-Chini bhai-bhai'
while reality was something else.

Still, it can be argued that such failings
were trifling set beside one commanding
achievement. Nehru's greatness, it is
generally felt, was to rule as a democrat in
a non-Western world teeming with dictators.
The larger truth, however, is that Nehru could
be the democratic ruler he was because once
in office he faced so little opposition. There
was 'one-party democracy'.

Two biggest national parties i.e., Congress
and BJP without support of either of which it
is generally not possible to form a government
at the Centre, but are not able to form a
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government on their own due to shrinking of
their support base. Coalition with an array of
regional parties has become a requirement
of rule at the Centre. With it has come a
large measure of convergence between
Congress and the BJP in government, each
pursuing at home a neoliberal economic
agenda, as far as their allies will allow them,
and abroad a strategic rapprochement with
the United States. Both parties are marked
with nepotism and further crony capitalism.
Coalgate is a remarkable example in this
context which apparently involves both parties.
It has been felt that leaders and the steel
frame i.e., bureaucracy are increasingly
proving to be blockades in the path of
development.

Among so many degenerative symptoms in
the executive and legislatures alike, one
antibody in the constitution has stood out.
The Supreme Court, guardian of the
constitution, has become the principal
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breakwater in India against threats to liberty,
abuses of power and theft of public goods. In
two landmark changes, the court has made
it more difficult for the centre to overturn
elected governments in the regions by
imposing presidential rule, and has started
to accept 'public interest litigation', allowing
ordinary citizens and associations in civil
society to bring suits before it against public
authorities. Also, judicial activism is a great
innovation without precedent in any other
country.

The tidal wave of Corruption mars the
development and is an increasing tendency
unleashed as a by-product of the neoliberal
turn of the state since the 1990s. Poor public
remain divided and though new middle class
has turned against mega-corruption, but is
scarcely foreign to the bribe and the wink,
let alone favours to kin, at its own level of
advantage. Corruption and remaining of red-
tapism are still prevalent in the bureaucracy.
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Abstract :

As society transforms from simple to complex, the role of Governance has also changed. In
traditional society, the role of government is limited to tax collection and maintenance of law
and order. But in modern society, people's demand is growing, and this growing demand
expands the role of government beyond tax collection. The role of government changes from
a regulator to an enabler.

The changing nature of society is manifested in the complexity of problems and finding
solutions. We look towards digital technology. It increases our dependence on technology.
We are only able to see the solution in digital technology. It captures our creativity, and for
simple to complex problems, we want a solution in either a "Web Portal" or an "APP". This
tendency has also been seen in the government recently, and Governance has become
synonymous with forming a web portal and creating an "APP".

Digital Governance is a framework for establishing accountability, roles, and decision-making
authority for organizations' digital presence- websites, mobile sites, social channels, and
other Internet and web-enabled products and services. Hence, this paper intends to study the
Myth and reality of digital solutions provided by the government to fulfil the demands of its
citizens. So many apps have been developed to solve similar problems. Leverage by so many
APP and Web Portals creates confusion in the minds of citizens, and instead of providing
a solution, it becomes a problem in itself. This article also found that a digital solution only
answers some governance problems, especially in developing countries like India, where
many challenges are faced regarding digital availability and security.

Keywords : Governance, Digital solution, Digital India, E-Government, Good Governance,
Red-tapes, E-governance, app, Web Portal, WhatsApp, Facebook.

Introduction :

Digital government and Digital governance are used interchangeably. Digital or E-Government
refers primarily to providing information and online services to citizens in a state by the
government. On the other hand, Digital Governance or E-Government focuses on the public's
participation and their role as citizens. Digital Governance means providing government services
to citizens based on the Internet. Traditionally, citizens must physically go to the government
office to get any service. However, in the era of digital Governance, there is no need to go
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to the government office. However, these
internet portals, in the form of websites and
apps, are in addition to and are different from
traditional brick-and-mortar offices. Citizens,
through online portals or apps, can avail of
all government services. According to West
in Digital Governance, under E-Government,
the delivery of information and services online
through the Internet or other digital means is
ensured.

Digital Governance can also be defined as
the application of electronic means in the
interaction between government and citizens
and government and businesses, as well as
in internal government operations to simplify
and improve democratic, government and
business aspects of Governance.

Digital Governance is a more transparent,
accountable form of government. People only
face bureaucratic hurdles when availing of
government services if they know how to use
the Internet. It reduces the distance between
the electorate and the executive after being
elected. It enables citizens to be more
participative in government functioning.
"Mygov" is an Indian government portal that
connects its citizens. It is a platform for
citizen engagement toward good Governance.
It is a common platform for Indian citizens to
crowdsource governance ideas from citizens.
Its user discusses and contributes to various
government projects and plans.

Models of Digital Governance

There are a few basic theoretical models of
Digital Governance that may serve as a guide
to making this idea a reality. Two
characteristics of the new technologies
remain the same in these models. The first
is that these models of Digital Governance
enable equal access to information to anyone
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who is linked to the digital network, and the
second is the de-concentration of information
across the entire digital network.

® Broadcasting/Wider-Dissemination
Model

Critical Flow Model
Comparative Analysis Model

E-Advocacy/Lobbying and Pressure
Group Model

® Interactive-Service Model

Aims, objectives and utility of Digital
Governance

i. Satisfying the Citizens

ii. Digital Governance as Processes and
Interactions

iii. Digital Governance as a Major Tool for
Government

iv. Democratization
v. Environmental Benefits

vi. Express Service Delivery with
Convenience

vii. Public Approval
viii. Government Transparency
ix. Simplifying Processes

The importance and benefits of digitizing the
public sector using digital technologies as
an integrated part of its service delivery
mechanism cannot be overemphasized.
Besides improving Governance through
greater transparency and accountability
of government functionaries, it helps
governments ensure efficient and effective
provision of services at a fraction of the costs
incurred by providing the same services
through traditional means. Creating an open,
participatory, and trustworthy public sector
also helps improve socio-economic
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inclusiveness, which is essential for long-term
sustainable growth.

Objective :

Digital Governance is composed of three
elements: e-government, e-regulation, and e-
democracy. The objective of this paper is to
identify the Myths and realities associated
with digital solutions or Digital governance.

Methodology :

The primary method of research was to search
the Internet and review peer-reviewed scholarly
articles and papers to achieve the above-
mentioned objectives.

Myth and reality Associated with Digital
solution

Digital Governance has immense potential to
transform government workings and ensure
people's participation in government
functioning. However, the mere formation of a
Web Portal or the creation of an app does
not guarantee the excellent Governance
expected from digital Governance.

The following myths are associated with
digital solutions—

1. The creation of web portals and apps
is in itself a solution.

Digital solutions provided by the
government without considering economic,
social, and educational reality indicate the
Myth associated with Digital Solutions.
Especially during the coronavirus
pandemic, the government of India has
developed many digital initiatives, like the
"Manodarpan" initiative. It is an MHRD
initiative for students' mental health and
counselling (Manodarpan Portal). There
needs to be more than the mere creation
of the Manodarpan portal for the well-being
of students.
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Similarly, digital initiatives for Online
Education are ineffective in India's deep
digital divide. According to the Annual
Status of Education Report 2020, only
one-third of India's school children are
pursuing online Education, and a smaller
cohort of this, 32.5%, are doing live online
classes. While just 11% of all the students
enrolled in private and government schools
were using online classes, another 21.5%
used videos or recorded classes.
Moreover, if you take the government
school children alone, only 8.1% of
enrolled children were using online classes
nationwide.

The report further said that although a lot
of digital content has been generated and
transmitted to help children continue to
learn, there is limited evidence on the
extent to which this content is reaching
children, whether they are engaging with
it, and the impact it is having on their
participation and learning.

The mere creation of a web portal and
app is not digital Governance. It is only a
means to connect people to Governance,
but it is not an end in itself.

. The penetration of Smartphones is

a sufficient condition for digital
Governance.

Increasing penetration of Smartphones
has the potential to become the digital
infrastructure for digital Governance. Many
government services can be provided
through Smartphones easily. It is a myth
that if a person knows how to operate a
Smartphone and can open YOUTUBE on
their phone, it means enough to get any
government service through mobile. Using
a smartphone to watch YouTube,
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WhatsApp, and Facebook does not
indicate that people can avail themselves
of digital Governance. Smartphones can
become an asset for digital Governance if
government web portals and apps
associated with digital Governance are as
easy to use as YOUTUBE and
WhatsApp. Suppose even illiterate people
can use web portals or Smartphones and
have some digital literacy. In that case,
the increase in smartphone use is a
positive sign for digital solutions. However,
at present time, both conditions are
different for India. No Indian government
web portal is on the world user-friendly
web portals list. Moreover, about 90 per
cent of the Indian population is digitally
illiterate. As per a report from the Digital
Empowerment Foundation in 2018, around
90% of India's population is digitally
illiterate.

Thus, it is a myth that increasing the
number of smartphones only indicates a
favourable condition for digital Governance.
Digital Governance is about more than
just increasing Internet and mobile use
because if we continuously push towards
digital solutions for every problem, it
creates only Digital Poverty. Digital
Poverty has been defined as a new
concept of poverty, meaning the inability
to access and benefit from information and
communications technology services due
to a lack of access and skills required to
access these services.

. Digital Governance is only about the
use of the clout of new technology:

Although Digital governance is about
efficiently utilizing the power of new
technology like satellite technology, GPS,
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computers, the Internet, mobile devices,
biometrics, etc., it is also very much about
how the information collected is utilized
to better cater to the needs of citizens.

The information collected should clarify
the objective setting in ICT terms
(computers, networks, etc.), the process
outcomes, and the measurements post-
implementation.

Information should be used for data mining,
supporting management decisions, and
not merely for word processing.

By knowing the value of information and
its foundation, information can be
improved, providing better support in
decision-making and better assessment.
Mere use of the clout of new technology
is not Digital Governance. It is much about
the grave importance of the use value of
information.

The focus of Digital governance should
not only be limited to efficiently utilizing
new technologies but should also be
oriented toward ensuring good Governance
using the information gathered.

. Citizens are considered to be

empowered consumers.

The image of an intelligent citizen who
uses the possibilities of the Internet in
optima forma to improve his or her position
as a consumer of government services is
dominant. It is assumed that citizens will
demand a public administration that also
uses the possibilities of the Internet in
optima forma, a public administration that
enables them to act as empowered and
intelligent citizens. These assumptions
about the role of the citizen and
government are not without risk.



58

The citizen is portrayed as an intelligent
and 'empowered' consumer, while the
government is presented primarily as a
service organization. However, citizens are
more than consumers; they should be
allowed and encouraged to speak and
participate in the democratic process. The
notion of the Omni-rational consumer (who
knows his preferences, can master both
bureaucratic and ICT skills and actively
engages in conversation with government
agencies) should be redefined, and
attention should be paid to the increased
social polarization in a society with ICT
winners and ICT losers. The use of ICT to
support the citizen's personal development
and to allow individuals to exercise their
influence to speak up: "Individuals must,
themselves, demonstrate their constructive
interest in the potential of the info-society
and avail themselves of opportunities in
the educational system, public libraries.

The improvement of the quality of public
service delivery paradoxically does not
increase the legitimacy of government;
instead, addressing citizens as consumers
and defining government as a production
company ignores the public and political
character of service delivery. A focus on
service delivery (and on the consumer
rather than on the citizen) narrows the
multi-dimensionality of citizenship and
public administration and may decrease
legitimacy. The challenge for digital
government is to develop participative forms
of electronic service delivery and to
address citizens simultaneously as their
identities as consumers, voters and Good
citizens.
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5. A New and Better Government

ICTs are seen as helping the realization,
with little effort, of administrative
machinery that is responsive, client-
oriented and cohesive. Digital government
is seen as having only one purpose: to
make life better for citizens and
businesses. The focus on improving
electronic service delivery assumes it will
deliver what people want, fully exploiting
the government's information resources.
New technology offers the possibility of
making access to information about the
government more accessible. The digital
age also offers the possibility of a better
informed and more participative
democracy through electronic consultation
and better responses to feedback. In
'Transformational Government', the
promise of a new and better government
is stretched further as the specific
opportunities lie in improving transactional
services, helping front-line public servants
to be more effective, supporting effective
policy outcomes, and reforming the
corporate services and infrastructure,
which the government uses behind the
scenes.

In practice, the goal of integrated
electronic service delivery-especially about
contact and transaction services leads to
profound integration and coordination
problems. Integrated service delivery
implies that several back offices should
work together to handle questions,
requests, etc. They need to share
information and knowledge across internal
and external organizational boundaries. In
essence, the exchange and sharing of
information and knowledge between these
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back offices implies the integration of
several information domains, each with its
legal framework, information systems,
data definitions, routines and procedures,
expertise and experience, and its own
frames of reference. Thus, ICT is not only
a source of innovation but also a source
of resistance, or even what is referred to
as a 'battle of the back offices. The most
critical impediments to integration are
coordination problems due to an
ambiguous distribution of tasks and legally
defined competencies among the back
offices. While these offices should be
working together, the plurality of the actors
and interests at stake and the lack of a
shared vision or sense of urgency about
the necessity to work together prevent
cooperation.

Similarly, a focus on service delivery
structures instead of a focus on the service
delivery processes or the incompatible data
systems and definitions prevents the
desired integration. Remarkably, suppose
the integration problems of the back offices
are addressed in various e-government
policy documents. In that case, it is
primarily and predominantly articulated as
a technical problem for which a technical
solution exists. It is rarely seen as a
problem of institutional design, that is, in
terms of actors, their interests, their power
bases and resources, their relationships
and their strategies, conflict and
compromises.

Conclusion :

The belief that Information and Communication
Technologies (ICTs) serve as a universal
remedy for global issues is tempting.
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However, it needs to acknowledge the
complex realities of their implementation. The
efficacy of ICTs is not merely about the
deployment of technology but also about its
integration within the specific socio-political
contexts of different nations. While ICTs hold
transformative potential, their impact is
significantly influenced by a country's
underlying institutional and political forces.
Therefore, a nuanced approach is essential,
recognising that technology is not a panacea
but a tool that needs to be carefully adapted
and integrated.

The premise that technology amplifies
existing institutional dynamics underscores
the importance of accompanying
technological advancements with substantial
policy and institutional reforms. The role of
ICTs should not be seen in isolation but as
part of a broader ecosystem where they
interact with existing structures and
processes. This interaction can either
enhance or undermine the potential benefits
of technology, depending on the nature of
those institutional forces. Consequently, the
success of ICT initiatives is contingent upon
the alignment and synergy between
technology, policy, and institutional
frameworks.

The call for more research into the
effectiveness of multimillion-dollar government
and ICT development projects recognises the
need for evidence-based approaches in this
domain. There is a growing realisation that
while ICT projects are often heralded for their
transformative potential, there needs to be
more understanding of their actual impact,
particularly regarding equitable benefits. The
case of India, where the technological
revolution has predominantly advantaged the
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already privileged sectors, exemplifies the
disparities that can emerge without inclusive
strategies.

Addressing the digital divide is critical to
leveraging ICTs for broader societal benefits.
The divide pertains to access to technology
and the capability to use it effectively. Bridging
this gap requires comprehensive strategies
beyond technology provision, including
education, skill development, and institutional
support, ensuring that all citizens, irrespective
of their socio-economic status, can benefit
from digital advancements.

The development of a national approach to
risk management, particularly concerning
digital security and privacy, acknowledges the
new challenges posed by the digital age.
The integration of clear economic rationales,
result monitoring, and establishing a robust
legal and regulatory framework are pivotal in
harnessing the benefits of e-government
initiatives while mitigating associated risks.

Finally, the emphasis on inclusive participation
in policy development and the provision of
public electronic services highlights the need
for a collaborative approach. Engaging state,
private, and public entities in these processes
harness diverse perspectives and expertise,
leading to more resilient and effective ICT
strategies.

In summary, while ICTs offer immense
potential for addressing various global
challenges, their success is intricately linked
to the broader socio-political and institutional
contexts in which they are deployed. A
holistic and inclusive approach, emphasising
policy coherence, institutional alignment, and
stakeholder engagement, is crucial for
realising the full potential of ICTs in fostering
sustainable and equitable development.
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EXPLORING ROLE OF THE INDIAN
DIASPORA IN INDIA-USA RELATIONS
IN THE 21ST CENTURY

Vinod *
Abstract :

The relationship between India and the United States in the 21st century has undergone
significant transformations, reflecting the changing geopolitical landscape and the evolving
priorities of both nations. This multifaceted partnership has encompassed diplomatic, economic,
strategic, and cultural dimensions, shaping global dynamics in the process. The purpose of
this paper is to analyse the evolving relation of India and USA in 21st Century.

Keywords : Indo-USA Relation, Indian Diaspora, Indentured labour, Economic Factor

Introduction:

India and the United States have strengthened their diplomatic ties over the years, marked
by high-level visits and collaborative initiatives. The Indo-U.S. Civil Nuclear Agreement in 2008
was a landmark development, symbolizing a departure from historical Cold War-era tensions.
Both countries have engaged in dialogues on regional and global issues, fostering a sense
of cooperation in addressing common challenges, including climate change, counterterrorism,
and public health.

Economic Partnership:

Economic ties between India and the U.S. have expanded significantly in the 21st century.
Trade volumes have surged, and both nations have sought to enhance economic cooperation
through initiatives such as the U.S.-India Strategic and Partnership Forum. The growth of the
technology sector has been a key driver, with Indian professionals playing pivotal roles in the
U.S. tech industry. However, trade imbalances, intellectual property concerns, and market
access issues have also been points of contention.

Strategic Collaboration :

Strategic cooperation has become a cornerstone of the India-U.S. relationship, marked by
shared concerns over regional stability and security. Both countries have participated in joint
military exercises, intelligence-sharing arrangements, and discussions on maritime security.
The signing of the Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016 and the
Communications Compatibility and Security Agreement (COMCASA) in 2018 exemplify the
deepening defence ties.
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Technology and Innovation :

The 21st century has witnessed increased
collaboration in the field of technology and
innovation. The U.S.-India Science and
Technology Endowment Fund and the U.S.-
India Innovation Forum have facilitated joint
research and development initiatives. The
technology sector has been a driving force,
with Indian IT companies contributing
significantly to the U.S. economy, although
issues related to visa restrictions and
protectionist policies have occasionally
strained this aspect of the relationship.

Cultural and People-to-People Ties:

Cultural exchanges and people-to-people ties
have played a Pivotal Role in fostering mutual
understanding and goodwill. The Indian
Diaspora in the U.S. has grown substantially,
contributing to the multicultural fabric of
American society. The celebration of Indian
festivals, promotion of yoga, and the popularity
of Indian cuisine have all contributed to a
deeper appreciation of Indian culture in the
U.S., fostering a sense of shared values.
Establishing the significance of the Indian
Diaspora in the global context and its
historical role in shaping India-USA relations
highlighted the focus on Diaspora diplomacy
in contemporary international relations.
Exploring the role of the Indian Diaspora in
India-USA relations in the 21st century
involves a multifaceted examination of their
impact on various aspects such as economic
ties, cultural exchange, and political influence.

Indian Diaspora Trend Analysis

The Indian Diaspora is a vast and diverse
community spread across the globe, shaped
by historical migrations, economic
opportunities, and cultural exchanges.
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Examining this phenomenon involves exploring
various hypotheses that seek to understand
the reasons behind the dispersal of people of
Indian origin and the impact of their presence
in host countries. One reason of migration
centres on historical migration patterns,
particularly during the British colonial era.
The forced movement of Indians as indentured
labourers to various parts of the world, such
as Southeast Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean,
laid the foundation for a dispersed Indian
Diaspora. The indenture system was a
response to labour shortages and economic
needs in British colonies, contributing to the
establishment of Indian communities in distant
lands.

Another reason of migration emphasizes
economic factors as a driving force behind
Indian Diaspora. The search for better
economic prospectives have led many Indians
to migrate to developed countries in North
America (especially in USA), Europe, and
the Middle East. The lure of job opportunities,
higher education, and entrepreneurial ventures
has played a pivotal role in shaping the
demographic landscape of the Indian Diaspora
in these regions.

Cultural factors also play a significant role in
understanding the Diaspora. The spread of
Indian culture through the global popularity of
Bollywood, Indian cuisine, and traditional
practices has created a sense of shared
identity among Indians abroad. This cultural
connection fosters a strong sense of
community and helps maintain ties with the
homeland, influencing the dynamics of the
Indian Diaspora.

Furthermore, the trend of Diaspora as a
bridge for global connections suggests that
the Indian Diaspora serves as a crucial link
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between India and the rest of the world.
Through business networks, academic
collaborations, and cultural exchanges,
individuals of Indian origin contribute to
fostering international relations and enhancing
India's global influence.

The impact of the Indian Diaspora on host
countries is another intriguing aspect. The
Diaspora contributes to multiculturalism and
diversity posits that the presence of Indian
communities enriches the cultural tapestry
of their adopted nations. This diversity, in
turn, can lead to social integration and the
blending of traditions, creating a more vibrant
and inclusive society. This trend analysis
provides insights into the multifaceted nature
of Indian migration and its impact on both
the homeland and host countries. The
Diaspora continues to evolve, it remains
a dynamic force influencing global inter-
connectedness and shaping the narrative of
the Indian experience beyond national
borders.

Political Influence of Diaspora:

The Indian Diaspora has gradually gained
political prominence in the USA, with several
members actively participating in politics and
policymaking. This increased representation
has amplified the Diaspora's voice, allowing
them to advocate for policies that benefit both
India and the USA. The influence of Indian-
Americans in shaping opinions and policies
underscores the Diaspora's pivotal role in
strengthening bilateral relations. Investigating
the economic, technological, and cultural
contributions of the Indian Diaspora to both
India and the USA led us to know how these
contributions have fostered stronger ties and
influenced policy decisions.
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Strategic Relationship :

The strategic calculus of both India and the
U.S. in the Indo-Pacific region has been a
critical aspect of their relationship. Both
nations share concerns about China's growing
influence and have sought to enhance regional
stability through initiatives like the Quad
(Quadrilateral Security Dialogue). However,
balancing regional partnerships and ensuring
inclusive strategies have been ongoing
considerations.

Changes in leadership in both countries have
influenced the trajectory of the relationship.
The administrations of Presidents George W.
Bush, Barack Obama, Donald Trump, and
Joe Biden have each brought distinct
priorities and approaches. While continuity
in certain aspects has been evident, shifts in
emphasis on issues like climate change and
multilateralism have occurred.

Economic Ties :

The Indian Diaspora has played a crucial role
in strengthening economic relations between
India and the USA. With a significant
presence in the technology and business
sectors, Indian professionals and
entrepreneurs have fostered innovation and
contributed to the growth of both economies.
Their role in establishing and expanding
businesses has facilitated trade and
investment, creating a mutually beneficial
economic partnership.

Diaspora Diplomacy:

Examining the role of Diaspora diplomacy in
shaping the foreign policies of India and the
USA has shown how the Diaspora acts as a
bridge between the two nations, fostering
understanding and cooperation. Diaspora
diplomacy has emerged as a significant factor
in India-USA relations. Indian expatriates often
act as cultural ambassadors and bridge the
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gap between the two nations, fostering
goodwill and understanding. Their networks
and connections contribute to people-to-
people diplomacy, facilitating communication
and collaboration at various levels.

Cultural Exchange :

Cultural ties between India and the USA have
been enriched by the Indian Diaspora. Their
vibrant cultural contributions, including
festivals, music, dance, and cuisine, have
not only preserved the rich heritage of India
but also promoted cross-cultural
understanding. This cultural exchange has
deepened the bond between the two nations,
fostering a sense of unity and appreciation
for diversity.

Challenges and Opportunities:

Identifying challenges faced by the Indian
Diaspora in navigating the complex terrain of
international relations brings to assess the
opportunities for enhanced collaboration and
mutual benefit. While the Indian Diaspora has
made substantial contributions, challenges
exist. Striking a balance between preserving
cultural identity and integrating into the
adopted country poses a continuous
challenge. Additionally, addressing issues like
immigration policies and stereotypes is
crucial to ensuring the Diaspora's full potential
is realized. Despite the positive
developments, the India-U.S. relationship has
faced challenges. Trade tensions, differing
approaches to geopolitical issues (such as
Iran and Russia), and occasional
disagreements on issues like intellectual
property rights have tested the resilience of
the partnership. Additionally, historical
mistrust and divergent geopolitical interests
in the region have required careful diplomacy
to manage.
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Conclusion :

Looking ahead, the Indian Diaspora is poised
to continue shaping India-USA relations in
the 21st century. The technology facilitates
global connectivity, the Diaspora's role in
fostering innovation and entrepreneurship will
likely expand. Strengthening educational and
research collaborations, along with sustained
efforts in cultural exchange, can further solidify
the enduring bond between the two nations.

The 21st century progresses, the India-U.S.
relationship is poised to play a crucial role in
shaping global affairs. Shared democratic
values, economic inter-dependence, and
converging strategic interests are likely to
drive continued collaboration. Managing
challenges, fostering innovation, and
addressing global issues collectively will be
essential for this partnership to reach its full
potential in the coming decades. In
conclusion, the Indian Diaspora's multifaceted
contributions to economic, cultural, and
political aspects have been instrumental in
shaping India-USA relations in the 21st
century. Its dynamic role as a bridge between
the two nations underscores the significance
of Diaspora engagement in fostering a robust
and mutually beneficial partnership.
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INTEGRATING Al AND HUMAN VALUES
IN HIGHER EDUCATION : NAVIGATING
REALITY AND MYTH

Monika Kumari*

Abstract :

In an era where artificial intelligence (Al) is becoming increasingly intertwined with all facets
of society, integrating Al and human values in higher education is a pivotal arena for exploration.
This paper delves into the nuanced interplay between Al technologies and the foundational
human values that underpin higher education, challenging conventional narratives and
demystifying myths surrounding this integration. We examine how Al can augment the
educational experience, personalise learning, and offer profound insights into student engagement
and success while underscoring the importance of embedding ethical considerations and
humanistic values in these systems. By navigating the intricate dynamics between Al
advancements and the essence of human learning and interaction, this study aims to shed
light on how higher education can serve as a crucible for nurturing a balanced coexistence
of technology and humanity. Through a multidisciplinary lens, we propose frameworks and
strategies for educators, technologists, and policymakers to collaboratively cultivate an
educational ecosystem where Al enhances rather than diminishes the human aspects of
learning, fostering an environment where technology and human values synergistically advance
the mission of higher education.

Keywords : Artificial Intelligence, Casting, Curriculum pacing, Learning efficacy, Human
values, Higher education, Administrative efficiency, Data security, Collaborative design.

Introduction :

In the ever-evolving realm of higher education, a new protagonist emerges on the stage:
Artificial Intelligence (Al), a force so transformative that it is redrawing the very blueprint of
learning, teaching, and scholarly inquiry. This is a world where Al is not just a silent observer
but an active participant, weaving itself into the fabric of academic life, offering a kaleidoscope
of opportunities while presenting a labyrinth of challenges. "Integrating Al and Human Values
in Higher Education: Navigating Reality and Myth" is not just an article; it is an odyssey that
seeks to peel back the layers of Al's integration, casting light on the truths and dispelling
the shadows of myth around Al's role in the academic future.

At the core of this voyage lies the intricate dance between Al and the cherished human values
that form the bedrock of the educational ethos. This narrative extends beyond the nuts and
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bolts of Al's technical implementation, plunging
into the profound ethical, philosophical, and
societal questions accompanying Al's march
into academia. We are charting a course
through unknown waters, grappling with pivotal
questions: How does Al serve the human-
centric mission of higher education? In what
ways could Al either uphold or unsettle the
cherished principles we hold dear in the halls
of learning?

With a keen eye and a thoughtful approach,
this article aspires to shed light on how Al
can be leveraged to enrich the educational
odyssey, creating more inclusive, tailored, and
empowering spaces. However, it does not shy
away from the ethical conundrums and
potential pitfalls that trail in Al's wake,
advocating for a harmonious balance where
technological ingenuity aligns with timeless
human values. Standing at the juncture of a
new educational paradigm, "Integrating Al and
Human Values in Higher Education:
Navigating Reality and Myth" extends an
invitation to educators, students,
policymakers, and tech aficionados to
partake in a pivotal dialogue about sculpting
our future at the confluence of Al and human
values within the hallowed halls of higher
education.

I. The Promise of Al in Higher
Education

A. Personalised Learning : Al's prowess
in passing through expansive datasets
in higher education shines brightly,
offering a beacon of hope for personalised
education. This technology tailors learning
experiences to individual students,
acknowledging that each learner's journey
is unique. By discerning patterns in a
student's interaction with the material, Al
can adapt curriculum pacing, difficulty,
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and teaching methods, aligning them with
the learner's pace, preferences, and
learning style. Such personalisation
bolsters engagement and elevates
learning efficacy, potentially transforming
a monolithic educational structure into a
mosaic of individualised learning journeys.

Administrative Efficiency : Beyond the
classroom, Al extends its hand to
streamline cumbersome administrative
duties. From the intricacies of admission
procedures to the meticulous task of
grading, Al systems can automate and
refine these processes, liberating
educators from the shackles of paperwork
and procedural tedium. This newfound
freedom allows educators to invest their
energies where it matters most:
mentoring, teaching, and crafting rich,
engaging educational experiences. The
ripple effects of this efficiency could
enhance resource allocation, elevate
educational standards, and foster an
environment where quality and innovation
thrive.

Accessibility and Democratization of
Education : Al's reach extends to the
noble cause of making education more
inclusive. For students with disabilities
or those tethered by geographical
constraints, Al-enabled tools can break
down barriers, offering adaptive and
accessible learning modalities.
Furthermore, Al's scalability is a crucial
ally in democratising education, striving
to ensure that high-quality education is
not a privilege of the few but a universal
right. This technology promises to level
the educational playing field, making
learning experiences rich, accessible, and
tailored to every student's needs.
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Il. Ethical Considerations and Human
Values

A. Bias and Fairness : However, the voyage
into Al-enhanced education has its
storms. Al bias, an echo of its training
data, poses a formidable ethical dilemma.
If not vigilantly monitored and corrected,
Al systems could inadvertently
perpetuate existing biases, amplifying
disparities instead of alleviating them.
Ensuring fairness in Al necessitates a
conscientious approach to its design and
deployment, ensuring that the systems
are as unbiased and equitable as
possible and that their training data
reflects diverse perspectives and
experiences.

B. Privacy and Data Security : In the
engine room of Al-driven education lies
the handling of vast quantities of personal
data, the lifeblood of personalised
learning. The stewardship of this data
carries immense responsibility, as it
necessitates safeguarding student privacy
and ensuring robust data security. The
trust placed in educational institutions
by students and society mandates a
commitment to uphold the highest
standards of data ethics, ensuring that
the use of Al in education fortifies, rather
than undermines, the sanctity of personal
information.

C. The Role of Educators : Amidst the
digital chorus, the irreplaceable value of
human educators resonates more
profoundly than ever. Al, for all its
analytical prowess and efficiency, lacks
the essence of human empathy, the
nuanced understanding of ethical
conundrums, and the rich, spontaneous
creativity that educators bring to the table.
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Recognising the symbiotic relationship
between Al and educators is vital. Where
Al offers tools and insights, educators
provide wisdom, ethical guidance, and the
personal touch that transforms learning
into an enriching human experience.
Balancing the strengths of Al with the
intrinsic values of human mentorship and
interaction is essential to preserving the
soul of education, ensuring that the
journey through learning is as human as
it is intelligent.

Nurturing Human Values through Al

Integrating Al in education should not diminish
the human elements of empathy, creativity,
and critical thinking but rather augment them.
Al can provide educators with tools to
understand student needs better, adapt
teaching methods, and foster a more inclusive
and engaging learning environment. However,
this requires a conscious effort to embed
human values into Al systems, ensuring they
complement rather than replace the human
aspects of education.

The ethical dimension of Al in education
underscores the importance of designing Al
systems that respect privacy, ensure
fairness, and promote diversity. Educators
and technologists must collaborate to create
Al that embodies ethical principles, thereby
nurturing a generation of students who are
both technologically adept and ethically
aware.

lll. Distinguishing Reality from Myth

A. The Fear of Dehumanization : A
prevalent concern is that Al's
encroachment into education signals a
shift towards an impersonal, mechanised
learning environment, stripping education
of its human essence. However, this



72

narrative misses a crucial aspect of Al's
role: When thoughtfully integrated, Al can
enrich the educational tapestry, not
impoverish it. By automating routine
tasks, Al offers educators the precious
gift of time that can be reinvested in
fostering more profound connections with
students, understanding their unique
challenges and aspirations, and nurturing
a learning environment brimming with
empathy and human interaction.

The Myth of Al Replacing Teachers :
Al supplanting educators has loomed
large in public discourse, conjuring
images of classrooms devoid of human
warmth, where algorithms reign supreme.
However, this dystopian vision is far from
the unfolding reality. Al is not a rival but
a partner for educators, a sophisticated
set of tools designed to enhance, not
eclipse, the human facets of teaching.
With Al handling data-driven tasks,
educators are liberated to focus on their
role's nuanced, irreplaceable aspects-
mentorship, ethical guidance, and the
cultivation of critical and creative thinking.

Understanding Al's Limitations : While
Al's capabilities are impressive, it is vital
to acknowledge its bounds. Al can sift
through data and identify patterns with
astonishing speed and accuracy, but it
needs a nuanced understanding of the
world that humans possess. It cannot
grasp context with the depth of a human,
nor can it replicate the authentic creativity
or empathy that are hallmarks of human
intelligence. By recognising these
constraints, we can position Al where it
excels-as a powerful adjunct to human
insight and creativity rather than a
standalone entity.
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IV. Implementing Al with Human

A

C.

Values at the Core

Collaborative Design : The design and
deployment of Al in education should be
given to more than just technologists. It
requires a collaborative approach that
brings educators, students, ethicists, and
Al developers together. This collective
endeavour ensures that Al tools are not
only technically proficient but also imbued
with the values and goals of the
educational community. Such a
collaborative design process can ensure
that Al technologies are attuned to the
needs and values of their users, fostering
an environment where technology serves
as a bridge to deeper understanding and
connection.

Continuous Monitoring and
Evaluation : Integrating Al into education
is not a 'set it and forget it' proposition.
It necessitates ongoing vigilance to
ensure that these tools are being used
in ways that are ethical, equitable, and
effective. This includes monitoring biases

continuously, ensuring that Al
applications do not inadvertently
perpetuate inequalities. Regular

evaluations can assess how Al impacts
learning outcomes, student engagement,
and the educational experience. By
maintaining a commitment to assessment
and accountability, the educational
community can ensure that Al serves as
a force for good, enhancing learning while
upholding core human values.

Education about Al : An informed
engagement with Al is essential for both
educators and students. Understanding
Al's mechanisms, capabilities, and
limitations demystifies this technology,
empowering users to interact more
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effectively and critically. Education about
Al can foster a community that is
proficient in using these tools and vigilant
about ensuring they are employed in
ways that enrich the learning experience
and uphold ethical standards. By
cultivating a deep understanding of Al,
the educational community can harness
its potential while removing the pitfalls
accompanying uncritical or uninformed
use.

Debunking Myths : Al as a Partner, Not a
Replacement

The narrative that Al could replace human
educators and learners in higher education
is a misconception that requires clarification.
This myth arises from a misunderstanding of
Al's role and capabilities in the educational
sphere. With its profound data-processing
and pattern-recognition abilities, Al offers
substantial benefits in understanding complex
information, identifying educational trends,
and opening new pathways for research and
instruction. However, these capabilities
extend beyond replicating the nuanced
interpersonal interactions and deep
understanding human educators bring to the
classroom.

To debunk this myth effectively, it is crucial
to emphasise that Al's most significant
potential in education is realised when it
complements human intelligence. Al tools are
most potent when they augment, rather than
replace, human educators' creativity, critical
thinking, and emotional intelligence. This
synergy between human and artificial
intelligence can enable educators to address
the multifaceted challenges of modern
education more effectively, enriching the
learning experience while maintaining the core
humanistic values that define quality
education.
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The Road Ahead: Harmonising Al and
Humanity

As we integrate Al into higher education, it is
imperative to adopt a balanced approach that
aligns technological advancements with the
enduring principles of humanity. This process
requires an ongoing, inclusive dialogue among
all stakeholders in the educational ecosystem,
including educators, students, technologists,
and policymakers. The goal is to ensure that
Al acts as a catalyst for enhancing human
potential and enriching the educational journey
rather than as a disruptive force that
undermines these objectives.

To harmonise Al with human values in
education, institutions must adopt a proactive,
thoughtful approach to deploying Al
technologies. This includes designing Al
systems with ethical considerations at the
forefront, ensuring that these systems support
equitable and inclusive educational practices.
Continuous assessment and adaptation are
necessary to align Al applications with the
evolving needs and values of the educational
community.

Moreover, it is essential to prepare students
to thrive in a world where Al plays a significant
role. This preparation goes beyond teaching
technical skills to include fostering an
understanding of Al's ethical, social, and
cultural implications. By doing so, higher
education can equip students with the
knowledge and critical thinking skills
necessary to navigate the complexities of a
technologically advanced society with wisdom
and integrity.

Ultimately, the integration of Al in higher
education should not be viewed as an end
but as a means to enhance the human
dimensions of learning and teaching. By
ensuring that Al amplifies rather than
diminishes the human experience, higher
education can embrace the benefits of
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technological innovation while preserving the
core values underpinning a meaningful and
enriching educational journey.

Conclusion :

In conclusion, integrating Al into higher
education heralds a new era of innovation
and opportunity, yet significant responsibilities
and ethical considerations accompany it. The
myth that Al seeks to replace human
educators and learners is a misunderstanding
of Al's role as an augmentative force that can
enhance rather than diminish the human
elements of teaching and learning. By
leveraging Al as a collaborative partner,
higher education can transcend traditional
boundaries, offering personalised, accessible,
and inclusive learning experiences that
prepare students for a future where
technology and humanity are inextricably
intertwined.

As we navigate this new terrain, it is
paramount that higher education institutions
maintain a steadfast commitment to human
values, ensuring that Al is employed not just
as a tool for efficiency but as a means to
enrich and deepen the educational journey.
This requires a concerted effort to understand
Al's capabilities and limitations, design and
implement Al systems ethically, and
continually assess their impact on the
educational community.

The road ahead calls for harmonious
integration of Al in higher education, where
technology enhances human potential and
educators, students, and technologists work
together to create a future that respects and
uplifts the dignity, creativity, and intellectual
curiosity of all learners. By embracing Al as
a partner in education, we can forge a path
that leverages the best of what technology
and humanity have to offer, cultivating an
intellectually vibrant, ethically grounded, and
profoundly human learning environment.
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INDIA AS THE LEADER AND VOICE
OF GLOBAL SOUTH

Jyoti Prakash*

Abstract :

India assumed the G-20 presidency last year, the External Affairs minister of India reiterated
India's role as the Voice of The Global South that is otherwise under-represented and often
overlooked in global forums. India then went on to utilize the platform of G-20 to further
strengthen its credentials as the leader and voice of the global south. There was also the
Voice of Global South Summit at the end of 2023, where India expressed its desire and
willingness to stand up as the Voice and leader of the Global South. Purpose of this paper
is to analyse the increasing importance of India as a leader of Global South.

Key Words : India, Global North, Global South, leader, G-20, BRICS

Introduction :

India's G-20 presidency, expansion of BRICS into BRICS Plus and the unwillingness of many
leading countries in Asia, Africa and Latin America to support NATO over the Russia-Ukraine
war has brought to fore once again the term 'Global South'.

The Indian government has since the year of its G-20 presidency claimed to have restored
the country's role as the Voice of the Global South in international dialogues. This claim is
often backed by reference to its efforts to focus attention on the issue of debt stress, and
default in poor developing countries and on the induction of the Arican Union into G-20.

Global North and Global South :

Global North refers loosely to countries like the US, Canada, Europe, Russia, Australia and
New Zealand, while Global South includes countries from Asia, Africa and South America.
This classification is considered more accurate as the countries share similarities in terms
of wealth, indicators of healthcare, and education etc.

Emergence of Global North/South Concept :

In the post-cold war world, the first/third world classification was no longer feasible because
when the communist USSR disintegrated in 1991, most countries had no choice but to align
with the US, the only remaining global superpower.
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The East/west binary was also seen as often
perpetuating stereotypical thinking about
African and Asian countries. Also, most of
the Global South countries have a shared
history of colonialism. The region has mostly
remained under-represented in key
international forums like UNSC. This exclusion
is seen as an obstacle to the adequate and
faster growth of Global south.

The phrase 'global South' marks a shift from
focus on development or cultural difference
towards anemphasis on geopolitical power
relations.

Significance of Global South :

The global south has experienced a major
shift in economic and political power in recent
years. Projections indicate that by 2030,
three of the four largest economies will be
the global south countries, with China and
India leading the way.

Asian countries are also predicted to play a
significant role in what some political
scientists call the 'Asian century'.Climate
change has started showing its adverse
impacts and affecting the people and their
livelihoods in big way and the most adversely
impacted countries happen to be in global
south and there is an urgent need to band
together and raise voice at the global stage.

Importance of Global South for India :

The most populous country in the world and
thriving economy which prides itself in being
referred to as The Mother of democracy and
Vishwaguruhas not got a fair deal at west
dominated global institutions like the UNSC,
WTO etc. It is like extended neighborhood
for India which has political, historical and

7

civilizational relations with most countries of
the grouping.

The leadership of Global South is an
opportunity to set things right and prove its
leadership credentials.

Initiatives for South-South Cooperation :

1. Voice of Global South Summit (2023):
Hosted in November 2023 under the theme
'"Together, for everyone's growth, With
Everyone's trust', The Summit focused
on sharing with countries of the global
south the key outcomes achieved in
various G-20 meetings over the course
of India's Presidency. It also saw
discussions on the challenges faced by
the global south and global south answers
to address them, in the background of
growing uncertainty, conflict, and
geopolitical tensions across the world.

2. Expansion of G20 to include African
union is a step in the right direction and
gives much deserved representation.

3. Expansion of BRICS into BRICS plus by
inclusion of UAE, Ethiopia, Iran and
Egypt.

4. Indian initiatives like the vaccine Maitri
campaign during the Covid pandemic,
proposal on TRIPS waiver etc.

5. Indian PM also announced five initiatives
to support the development of other
developing countries in the Voice of global
south summit,2023. These initiatives
include Global south Centre of
excellence, Global south Science and
Technology initiative, Arogya Maitri
project, Global south young diplomats
forum, the global south scholarship.
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Problem Areas :

1. Global south is not a strict geographical
entity or a political organization. As a
result, there is no real coherence and
synergyamong the countries.

2. Russia-Ukraine war has severely affected
the least developed countries, aggravating
the concerns related to food, energy and
finance.

3. China is increasingly making inroads in
the global south through the Belt and
Road initiative (BRI). It is still questionable
if BRI will be a win-win situation for both
parties or will it only benefit China.

4. Inadequate access to resources among
the countries of the global south who
have varying degrees of industrialization
and development and living standards.

5. COVID 19 pandemic has exacerbated the
existing divides and affected the Global
south countries much more than the
Global North.

6. Reluctant India: Even though it wants to
be seen as the leader of the global south,
India has somewhat been reluctant and
not taken the bull by the horn. Whether
it is the Israel - Hamas conflict and the
resultant humanitarian disaster, or the
Russia- Ukraine war, India's stand should
have been far more assertive and clearer.

Conclusion :

Championing the global south today would
require a more active Indian engagement with
the messy regional politics in the developing

Review of Politics

world. India must also realize that global
south is not a monolith and design its policies
affectively. India wants to become a bridge
between North and south. For that India needs
to translate this ambition into effective policy
to ensure that there is no contradiction
between the simultaneous pursuit of universal
and particular goals. This needs a tailored
Indian policy to different regions and groups
of the developing world.

Leadership of the global south is both an
opportunity as well as responsibility which
India needs to fulfill effectively in order
toemerge as a true Superpower and take its
deserved position as the Vishwaguru in the
ever-changing global order.
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