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ON SOCIAL CHANGES

The concept of social change, as propounfie_d by M. N. .Srinivas,' addresses the changes
and developments in various social characterlst|<?§ of_ the given society. Pn case of India. ha
has propounded mainly westernisation and sanskrltl?.atlon as model of'§OCIaI_change. Besides,
he has also posited that Indian villages are of ‘'dominant caste model' in which 3 single caste
or a caste group dominate the rest of the village in terms of resources, number and leadership_
Here, we are not concerned with the model of Srinivas for examination of socia| change in
context of protection of human rights. Our major concern is — how do the efforts of protection
of human rights affect the social values like 'social justice', gender justice', and 'socis|
protection’ (social security in limited sense). In this context we shall also examine the human
rights of Human Rights Defenders (HRDs) as they are the change agents of social change.

Social Change Through Social Justice

get regularly . .
Intuitions about the practnies, Y confused by participants in the practice itself or in people’s
When power starts tg gp
Ift dra
advancing socia| Justice matically, whether in Latin America, North Africa or elsewhere
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safety, human rights and human security,
including food security, requires a critical
engagement with the realities of peoples'
social exclusion. These tensions between the
aspirations and realities of social justice form
the starting point. The Social Justice offers
critical reflections on issues relating to gender,
human rights, conflict and social mobilization,
which are all key to social justice. The issue
goes beyond the normative, often oppositional
conceptualizations of social justice which
frequently take a simplified focus on either
economic inequalities, or identities, or
symbolic representations. Instead, it
examines the processes through which
diverse inequalities, exclusions and
asymmetries persist and are reproduced In
societies. We do this by criticizing the
dichotomous representation of the global and
local, personal and political, individual and
structural. Aryeh Neier affirms that the pursuit
of social justice is not an appropriate goal of
a human rights organization, arguing that
human rights is concerned with restraints on
the exercise of power whereas social justice
is concerned with the redistribution of wealth

and resources.

Human rights and social justice are not
synonymous. But the distinction that Neier
draws between the two concepts is based
on a questionable characterization of both,
as well as on a drastically limited notion of
what constitutes "power." Human rights are
defined in a way that renders economic,
social and cultural rights completely invisible.
As the international community marks the
20th anniversary of the Vienna Declaration,
which unequivocally affirmed the indivisibility
and equal importance of all human rights,
there can be little credible basis for asserting
that civil and political freedoms are the
deserving "core" of the human rights agenda.
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Since Vienna, outdated arguments regarding
the non-justiciability of economic and social
rights, their vague or exclusively
programmatic nature, and the impossibility
of measuring progress have all been
significantly eroded through practice.

The Center for Economic and Social
Rights is part of a generation of international
human rights organizations born after the end
of the Cold War to challenge injustice in the
economic and social sphere from a holistic
human rights perspective. Its mission was
shaped by the realities of globalization and
the chronic persistence of poverty and
widening social inequality despite the
democratic transitions of the 80s and 90s. In
this context, the human rights movement
could not just concern itself with constraining
abusive interference by the state in individual
civil liberties. Protecting human rights involved
bolstering the state's capacity to rein in the
unbridled power of market forces, and
ensuring its institutions were equipped to
protect the enjoyment of human rights from
infringements by private actors, such as
Chevron/Texaco in Ecuador or Shell Oil In
Nigeria, as well as to fulfil a series of positive

obligations necessary for people to live lives
of dignity.

Today, there are powerful reminders all
around us that human rights and social justice
aspirations are inseparable. From the ongoing
turmoil in Egypt, to the protests over public
services in Brazil or austerity in Europe, the
same frustration is being voiced that
democratic freedoms do not in themselves
lead to more just societies uniess
accompanied by fairer social and economic
governance. Exposing the injustice behind
more systemic policy failures - for example,
building the evidence that high rates of
preventable maternal death in Angola or




118

Guatemala are linked to inequitable allocation

of resources, or that post-Crisis austerity
measures in lreland and Spain are

discriminatory and retrogressive - has required
developing new methods for rights-based

monitoring and advocacy. These include
quantitative tools (marshalling statistical
evidence using indicators, benchmarks and
indices) and techniques such as budget and
tax analysis to assess whether resources
are allocated and generated in line with

human rights principles.

Experience has shown that for human
rights advocacy to bring about change in the
sphere of economic and social policy,
accountability must be pursued In a variety
of different forms and venues, from
courtrooms to boardrooms, Nnewsrooms,
classrooms, living rooms and on the streets.
The most durable and transformative change
comes about when judicial challenges and

policy advocacy aimed at decision-making
elites has been part of a broader strategy

enabling social justice movements to deploy
the tools of human rights advocacy in ways
adapted to their particular context. For this
reason, economic and social rights
organizations have made it a priority to forge
links with social movements and grassroots
groups, working with them to devise tools
and strategies for accountability and to
support their efforts to localize and
"vernacularize" human rights claims. There
IS considerable evidence that human rights
research, policy advocacy and litigation,
particularly when associated with social
movement mobilization, have been successful
In many different contexts in challenging
economic and social injustices, from the
denial of access to life-saving medical
treatment to starvation deaths resulting from
dysfunctional food schemes.

Review of Politjcs

Poltico-legal System and Social Justice

Another aspect of assuring social justice
is concerned with politico-legal arrangements
and delivery of justice. The relationship
between access to justice and human rights

protection stems from the fact that it is on|y
when individuals have access to the courts

that they can espouse and seek for the
protection of their basic rights. In other words
the legal and institutional structures existing
in a system may be such as to preclude the
citizens from having access to the courts
who are therefore unable to seek for the
enforcement or protection of their basic rights.
In the case of Nigeria, it does appear that a
systemic inability of the legal order to
guarantee access to justice in the country.
The importance of this second class of
obstacles stems from the fact that for a third
world country such as Nigeria, where the
level of illiteracy is unacceptably high, and
the conditions of existence extremely difficult
for people to eke out a living, Issues
concerning human rights protection
necessarily take a secondary position in the
scheme of things.

There are linkage between access to
justice and the quest for the promotion and
protection of human rights in Nigeria. One
can mark that there are a number of
fundamental obstacles to the attainment of
this highly desirable goal of increasing access
to justice. While some of the obstacles are
substantive, others are procedural. The point
has further been made that some of the
constitutional provisions which are geared
towards ensuring human rights protection,
also have the unintended effect of engendering
undue delays, and consequently, conspire
against access to justice. The implication of
this is that there is need to strike a delicate
and beneficial balance between the desire to
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maximize human rights protection and the
imperative of enhancing greater access to
justice in Nigeria.

For reasons which need not detain us
here, some of the rights important in the
West are of no interest and no value to most
Africans. For instance, freedom of speech
and freedom of the press do not mean much
(or a largely illiterate rural community
completely absorbed in the daily rigors of
the struggle for survival ... if a Bill of Rights
is to make sense, it must include, among
others, a right to work and to a living wage,
a right to shelter, to heaith, to education.
That is the least we can strive for if we are
ever going to have a society which realizes
basic human rights ... in Africa, if liberal rights
are to be meaningful in the context of a people
struggling to stay afloat under very adverse
economic and political conditions, they have
to be concrete. And most importantly,
concrete in the sense that they can be
realized by their beneficiaries. Indeeq, to a
large majority of citizens, issues of human
rights protection appear to be luxuries that
they can hardly afford. The result is that it
is often seen as an elitist past time designed
to attract attention, even when the underlying
objective is the promotion of corporate good.

In short we can say that the moral

standard one chooses when judging a given
action matters very much, because different
standards direct us to different types of agent,
goods and costs, types of duty and
concomitant forms of accountability. That Is
a difference in practical reason. Who we
identify, and how we identify them as
committing a wrong, is in the balance. That
IS, unless one holds an outcomes view whalt
it would mean for human rights to be a
distinctive category of moral standard. The
field of international human rights law and
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campaigning is dominated by unreflective
adoption of the outcomes view, a tendency

partly resulting from a diminished
understanding of the importance of social
Justice. Running together human rights and
social justice standards not only blurs their
distinctive features, it diminishes their
distinctive contributions to our moral
repertoire. By reinstating a distinctive role for
human rights, then, we would be doing an
additional service: reinstating the distinctive
moral importance and value of social justice.

Empowerment of People by
Human Rights Defenders

As an lllustration, the 2011 Millennium
Development Goals Report shows that it is
the poorest children that have made the
slowest progress in terms of improved
nutrition, and that opportunities for full and
productive employment remain particularly
slim for women. This report also highlights
the powerful influence of social and economic
circumstances on life chances, as children
from the poorest households, those living In
rural areas and girls are the most likely to be
out of school. These results signal the need
to re-orientate actions being taken to enable
all people, especially the poor and
marginalized, to benefit from improvements
resulting from these new measures. In this
sense, every action should be guided by a
social inclusion approach based on the
principle of non-discrimination, to ensure
equal opportunity for all, regardless of
background. UNESCO is working to promote
the formulation of policies and strategies
committed to equity and social justice and
which respect and value diversity. Projects
and programmes are being developed with
an integrated Human Rights Based Approach
(HRBA) with a view to building more inclusive
and just societies, and making 'social
inclusion' the Organization's priority.




go to school were halted

following consultations with chi.ldren
themselves. Instead, Save the Children
decided to stop advocating for the full
eradication of child labour, and has tried
instead to find ways of combining education
opportunities with children’s responsibilities
towards their families, including through
appropriate labour practices that do not

undermine their development.

All programmes, policies and technical
assistance should further the realization of
human rights as laid out in the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights and other
Human Rights instruments. It also implies
that human rights principles and standards
should guide the programming process in all
fields and all stages, including the design,
implementation, monitoring and evaluation of
public policies. HRBA helps to explain the
value of human rights in development and in
Naﬁongl Programming Processes in order to
?eeef:r;e ngzzxv:n%at;erns In which everyone

. as the opportunity to
Participate fully in the |ife of society. Social
€xclusion is about resources oppoﬁunit'
and capabilities. |t concerns II »
A vl all groups that
live in conditions of | '

ISolation ang
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This means that political, civi| econg

social and cultural rights are Connecteq ang
equally important for their mutual reéalizatiop,

In particular, economic, social and Cultury

rights have a crucial role to play in the fight
against poverty. They constitute the first step

to ensuring that access to all human rights
is granted to each individual in order tq attain

universality. In this regard, the adoptig of
the Optional Protocol to the Internatigny

Covenant on Economic, Social and Cuylty,y;
Rights on 2008 was an important advance.
ment, as it enables individuals or groups of
individuals to be entitled to any of the rights
enshrined by this Covenant before the
Committee on Economic, Social and Cultura|
Rights. The above situation indicates towards

the empowerment of the people, particularly
the poor, deprived and socially weak/

marginalised people through assuring human
rights. The human rights workers address

these issues in almost all countries..

Social work promotes social change,
problem solving in human relationships,
enhanced well-being and the empowerment
and liberation of people, by intervening at the
points where people interact with their
environment. Social workers are guided by
principles of human rights and social justice
in undertaking this work. Independent Living
Centre (CIL) an NGO in Nepal works fOf
disabled in order to ensure social justice
through human rights work. CIL aims '
promote the principle of “independent iving
by raising awareness and empowering
persons with disabilities in Nepal Th:
organization promotes equal rights @"

Mic.




opportunities for all. The organisation's
objective IS 1O shift the disability movement

trom charity-based to rights-based. "Our goal
s to empower the disabled so that they can
ive the life they want in the community they
like." The term “independent living", as defined
by people with disabilities, does not mean
doing things for yourself, or living on your
own, Instead, it means having a choice and
control over the assistance and/ or
equipment/assistive devices needed for daily
life and having access to amenities that
society has to offer, such as housing,
transport, health services, employment, as
well as entertainment, education and training
opportunities. Independent Living as a

movement grew out of the civil rights and
disability rights movement during the late

1960s and the 1970s. It is a worldwide
movement that promotes equal opportunities,
self-determination and self-respect for the
disabled. The key features of the independent
living movement are consumer choice,

autonomy and control.

It is pertinent to explore these principals
in relation to the challenges of practicing
social work in the area of sexual crime. Anti-
oppressive practice principles form a corner-
stone of social work values and are enshrined
in professional association codes of practice
and ethics. In Ireland, the newly established
Social Work Registration Board, under the
auspices of CORU, the regulatory body for
Health and Social Care professionals, has
also re-affirmed social justice and anti-
oppressive values and principles as core to
professional practice. The Code also
emphasises the need for ethical awareness
and competence in all that social workers

do. In the UK, the newly revised BASW Code

of Ethics for Social Work similarly upholds
values and principles relating to human rights,
Social justice and professional integrity.
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| ;_ﬂ\part from the practice challenges of
gaining legitimacy to engage with service-
users In cases involving the diverse and
complex needs emerging in the aftermath
of sexual crime, social workers who do
manage to work with such individuals are
challenged in their attempts to retain a social
justice and anti-oppressive perspective,
as the profession becomes increasingly
susceptible to a host of new technologies of
managerialism, monitoring, assessment and

evaluation.

Gender Justice Through Human Rights

Gender-based discrimination reveals ugly
face of the society. This issue is very old
and is global as well with varying degree.
Really, it is a travesty of all canons of social
justice and equity for women who constitute
half of the world's population and work for
two-third of the world's working hours and
who earn just one-tenth of the world's property
and remain victim of inequality and injustice.
This anomaly is, now, being openly
questioned and the underlying discrimination
is seriously challenged. As human develo-
pment occupies centre stage in the global
development debate, gender equality and
gender equity are emerging as major
challenges. Gender discrimination, though
amongst the most subtle, is one of the most
all-pervading forms of institutionalised

deprivation.

The question of gender equality is a very
old and burning problem. Twenty years ago
in Mexico the First World Conference on
Women inspired a movement that has helped
to reduce gender inequality worldwide.
llliteracy among women IS declining,

maternity mortality and total fertility rates are
beginning to fall, and more women are

participating in the labour force than ever
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Although these rights are
equally to men and women, there areé §evera|
ways in which the structure of the family af:wd
the existence Of several inequitable soc?lal
customs and practices serve to deprive
women of these rights. In particular,
discrimination occurs within the family where
norms regarding women's secondary status
are reinforced in children from birth.
Preferential status to son is one of the key
aspects underlining social values that view
girls as burdens. Women are viewed as
dependents within the family and face severe
restrictions on their mobility, which further
impede their ability to gain access to
education. economic opportunities, to move
freely and settle anywhere, to form unions or
groups and so on, which are all fundamental
freedoms under the Indian Constitution.
Freedom of speech and expression is often
denied to women within the family, and
women are kept out of decision-making

guaranteed

processes even within the community and

State institutions. Cultural norms regarding

blem has been generally
n the need for
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appropriate behaviour for women often
reinforce images of docility, passivity and
subservience, severely curtailing for women
the exposure and confidence they require for
participating on an equal footing with men in
public ife. Practices like female foeticide,
fnfanticide and the constant if not increasing
Incidence of violence on women also

gonstitute consistent assaults on women's
nght to life and personal liberty.
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In our tradition-bound society Strus

on old social values, when 3 Womaure,d
subjected to a crime like rape it becom; i
multiple crime. She I8 raped at home tha E
in public life, followed by an agonising c':rosen
examination in court, and the Climay -
reached when sensational reports about
crime appear in the media. The victim of th

crime finds the public exposyre more
agonising than the crime inflicted on e The
most humiliating aspect of crime againSt:
woman is that her status in the hierarchicy
structure of society also comes in thg |,
of securing justice for her. Thus her 80

status compounds her gender Injustice.
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In a well-known rape case, the most
obnoxious situation was that the coy
concerned observed that the alleged rapists
were middle-aged and as such, were
respectable and were not amenable to a crime
against woman. Not satisfied with this, the
court made the astounding observation that
"since the alleged rapists were higher caste
men, the rape could not have taken place
because the alleged victim was from a lower
caste". Such observations only give credence
to the widely prevalent prejudiced view that
men from the higher social echelons of society
are paragons of virtue and not likely to
commit atrocities on socially deprived women.
What a tragedy that woman has to face the
compounding of gender as well as social

Injustice.

The battle for gender justice has been 3
long-drawn struggle. The sustained efforts of
several social reformers, even in the face of
resistance from social orthodoxy, have given
impetus to the cause of gender justicé
Constitutional provisions, various laws, and

judgments of courts have made their oW

contribution to the cause of gender justice.
However, more fundamental is the work and




role of social reformers, who sought to change
the mindset of orthodox tradition-bound
society and usher in women's reforms in the
social, economic and educational fields.

Despite resistance from orthodoxy,
women's education gradually acquired greater
acceptance. In the old orthodox society, the
sati system of widows on,the funeral pyre of
their husbands was an atrocious practice. If
this practice was gradually discarded, it was
not only because of the Sat Prohibition Act
in Bengal in 1829 at the behest of Bentinck,
Governor-General, but mainly due to the
social reform movement against the sati
system carried on Dy the eminent social
reformer, Raja Rammohan Roy. Though the
sati system is banned under law, in isolated
cases. it is still implemented in a clandestine
way due to both remnants of orthodox beliefs,
and to machinations by the relatives of the
widow to garner her wealth and property by
forcing her to mount the funeral pyre of her
dead husband. Still, there are efforts to
continue to build a halo of sanctity around
the sati system. This only amounts to a
glorification of gender injustice and has to be
resisted through an awakened public opinion.

In different parts of the world, male
chauvinism in different degrees has led to
gender injustice. In some developed countries
too, women were accorded the right to vote
very late. They had to launch a determined
struggle to secure the right of adult franchise.
Even when women secured the right to vote,
initially, they did not receive in the legislatures
the recognition they deserved on the basis of
their merit and ability.

If the social reform programme is t0 be
pursued vigorously, certain attitudinal
changes are urgently called for. These
comprise change of context, change of
relations and change of values. Without such
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f} comprehensive change in the existing value
judgments of the present consumerist culture,
the battle for gender justice cannot be won.

The battle for human rights in general
and for protection of women's rights, In
particular, already facing invisible but steady
decline and fall, needs immediate struggle
for vitalising the United Nations and vicariously,
its auxiliary institutions. Human rights are
writ large canvass as the sky. The lawmakers,
lawyers, law students, law teachers, judges
and members of NGOs must take steps
vibrant with human values, not to be scared
of consequences and the status quo order.
Women rights challenges of today need a
mobilisation of revolutionary consciousness
sans which civilised system ceases to exist.

Social Protection/Security

The development of social security
systems in Britain and the United States (and
other countries in this tradition) must be
viewed against the backdrop of a political
commitment to the market mechanism for
resolving problems of unemployment and
poverty coupled with a deep suspicion of
state intervention in market dynamics for
social purposes. There was thus a great
reluctance to develop a welfare state in which
the state played a major role in guaranteeing
universal access to social security. The
social assistance systems developed in these
countries were designed to provide a minimum
of social security to the most needy.
Entitlement to assistance depended on the
applicant demonstrating sufficient neediness
by passing a means test. This often involved
a degrading inquiry Into the private assets
and affairs of the applicant. Excessive
restrictions on access 10 social security
during the period of the Great Depression led

to demonstrations and civil unrest.
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measures are targeted primarily at female-

headed households, gender IS rarely_ used
as a differentiating lens through which to

understand poor people?s exposure to risk
and vulnerability and to design social
protection measures accordingly. At the same
time, however, social protection programmes

are rarely gender neutral

and poorly designed

programme can exacerbate or contribute to

inequalities.

The full range of social protection
interventions comprises protective, preventive,
promotive and transformative measures.

® Protective measures are narrowly targeted
safety nets for income and consumption

smoothing in periods of crisis or stress

(e.g. social assistan
the chronically poor)

ce programmes for

® Preventive measures seek to avert depri-
vation (e.g. social insurance such as
pensions and maternity benefits).

® Promotive measures
incomes and capab

aim to enhance rea|
lities, and provide

springboards and opportunity ladders out

of poverty.
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Social security is a human right _—
enshrined as such in the UniVers:;

Declaration of Human Rights (1948)
International Covenant on Economic éociae|

and Cultural Rights (1966), and in other e
United Nations human rights instrumentSJ

The ILO also adopts further Initiatives to
support international efforts aimed towargs
the realization of social security for a|| —

® In 2003, it launched the Global Cam-
paign on Social Security and Coverage
for All, reflecting a global consensus on
the part of governments and employers'
and workers' organizations to broaden

social security coverage among working
people, particularly in the informal
economy, and raising awareness about

the role of social security in economic
and social development. The campaign
also seeks to develop a broad partner-
ship involving international organizations,
donor countries, social security institu-
tions and civil society organizations.

® In 2008, the Declaration on Social Jus-
tice for a Fair Globalization established
a new foundation on which the ILO can
effectively support the efforts of Member
~States to promote and achieve progress
and social justice through the four str&"
tegic objectives of the ILO's Decent Work
Agenda: the promotion of fundamental
rights, employment creation, social pro-
tection and social dialogue.



In 2009, in response to the crises, the
ILO designed a framework to guide na-
tional and international policies aimed
at stimulating economic recovery, gen-
erating jobs and extending social pro-
tection for all. The Global Jobs Pact
specifically calls on countries to give
consideration to build "adequate social
protection for all, drawing on a basic
social protection floor including: access
to health care, income security for the
elderly and persons with disabilities, child
benefits and income security combined
with public employment guarantee
schemes for the unemployed and work-
ing poor.”
® |n 2011, the Recurrent discussion on
the strategic objective of social protec-
tion (social security) at the 100th Inter-
national Labour Conference came out
with strong conclusions regarding the
extension of social security to all through
national defined social protection floors.

® |n June 2012, the International Labour
Conference adopted the Social Protec-
tion Floors Recommendation, 2012 (No.
202). This Recommendation provides
guidance to Member States, soO as to
ensure that all members of society enjoy
at least a basic level of social security

throughout their lives.

The Social Protection Floor Initiative
(SPF-1), launched in 2009, is also grounded
in a rights-based framework. Its concept is
based on shared principles of social justice
and reflects the call of the Declaration of
Human rights for adequate life standards,
access to health, education, food, housing
and social security. Moreover, the SPF-I
enables the concrete realization of human
rights. The results of ILO research shows
that a social protection floor can be afforded
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by virtually all countries and that it would
constitute an effective tool in the fight against
poverty and in reaching the Millennium
Development Goals.

The achievement of social security for all
IS at the core of the ILO's Constitution and

mandate. The Declaration of Philadelphia
(1944), which is an integral part of the ILO
Constitution, recognizes that the extension of
social security worldwide is one of the Organi-
zations' main objectives. More precisely, it
recognises the solemn obligation of the,ILO to
further among the nations of the world
programs that will achieve, inter alia,"‘the
extension of social security measures to
provide a basic income to all in need of such
protection and comprehensive medical care’,
as well as "provision for child welfare and
maternity protection”, thereby extending the
protection from workers to all those in need.

To this end, the ILO has adopted

Conventions and Recommendations on social
security that lay down obligations and
guidelines for States. These international
standards have greatly contributed to the
development of international social security
law and to the definition of the human right

to social security.

The ILO promotes a rights-based
approach to social security with ILO stan-
dards as its principal means of action for
assisting member states towards the

realisation of this right.

Billions of people in developing countries
face severe poverty and deprivation without
any form of social security. In addition to
persistent day-to-day deprivation, they are
also vulnerable to crises arising from natural
calamities, civil war and fluctuations in the
economy. The extended family and kinship
ties that traditionally provided support are
increasingly breaking down due to economic










