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The ocean especially the high seas always remained the core of global geopolitics.
According to the UNCLOS the high seas are global common and therefore free from
requlations of any nation had resulted in the power play in the oceans. The increasing
prosperity and power of the Asian region countries has made the Indian Ocean region
strategically important has attracted the mighty military powers and of all around the
world and all the major powers like the United States, China and Japan are increasing
their presence In the Indian Ocean region. The increasing military strength has
directly challenged the marine environment and security of.the IOR but the unfortunately
most of the countries in this region are unprepared to meet these emerging challenges
due to their poor technology, weak infra structure and research quality. The IOR has
strong historical links with the ASEAN and India. The sea channels of the |IOR are
commercially and strategically important for both India and ASEAN and such power
play is creating unease for both. For the Indians the India and ASEAN Indian
Ocean is perceived as the nation’s backyard and any activity causing damage to the
environmental and security is direct threat to the economy, environment and security,
while for Beijing and Washington, the region is regarded as a domain for protecting
commerce, national security objectives, and for projecting power and therefore they
are reluctant to the environmental and security threats caused by them. In such
situation the Indo ASEAN partnership can be major instrument In counter balancing
the power play, managing the peace, environmental security and maritime security in
the Indian Ocean region. The current paper intend to explore what are the scope and
objectives of the Indo ASEAN cooperation to attain the common goals of maritime
security and environmental protection in the Indian Ocean and pathway to attain this.
The another focus would be what are capacities and challenges in this cooperation.

T The term Indian Ocean Region includes the Indian Ocean and the countrigs rimming it.
583 IOR is home to about 2 billion people and serves as a global energy highway with nearly
Percent of the world's container traffic and 70 percent of the world's petroleut & Gaucis

t o
avelling through its waters. In a complex, globalized and interdependent world, thg IOR coulld

y 14).
Te he global commons that is most contested amongst the great powers (Sharmd 2014)

Nis e
nas been divided into five sub regions —

% ;
ASsoej ' - - aE..
OCiate Professor, Dept. of Political Science, Patna University, Patna



94

Middle East and Gulf,

1.
2 Red Sea and Horn,

3 East Africa and Sub Sahara
4

S

South Asia and
Southeast Asia/Oceania.

The Indian Ocean, the third largest ocean
in the world (after the Pacific and the Atlantic),
occupies approximately 20 percent of the

Earth’s sea surface, covering a total area of
73.56 million square miles. It is bounded to
the north by the Indian subcontinent; to the
west and northwest by the east African coast
and Arabian Peninsula, respectively; to the
east by Thailand, the Malay Peninsula,
Indonesia, and Australia; and to the south by
the oceanic margin with the Southern Ocean
at latitude 60°S, the northern limit of the area
covered by the original Antarctic Treaty (1959).
The western extremity of the Indian Ocean is
delineated from the Atlantic Ocean in two
places— at the Suez Canal, and at the
meridian running south from Cape Agulhas in
South Africa. At its easternmost extremity,
the Indian Ocean touches the Pacific Ocean
at the 147°E meridian, running south from
South East Cape on Tasmania to 60°S
atitude. The northernmost extent of the Indian
Ocean S the Iranian port of Bandar Imam
Khomeini in the Persian Gulf. In addition, the
Indian Ocean encompasses several regional
S€as and sea areas: the Andaman Sea, the
Arabian Sea, the Bay of Bengal, the Great
Australian Bight, the Gulf of Aden, the Gulf
of Mannar, the Gulf of Oman the Laccadive

Sea, the Mozambique Channel, the Persian

Gulf, _and the Red Sea (Michel and
Sticklor : 2012).

The IOR per se has unique political
challenges. The three basic Challenges for
this region have been identified —

® The western part of the IOR js the
countries and Iran shape the ener
export to the global market and tp,. plgy
critical role in the global econom, Thiz
area per se is the high risk zone f,, the
military conflict.

@ The central part of IOR is always Undey
threat of nuclear war due to €merging
tension between India and Pakistap

Juls

© The third and most critical is that overy)
stability of the flow of shipping zpq
maritime traffic through the IOR impacts
on the exporters on the global Dasis
affects the flow of energy export. The
overall security of maritime traffic
throughout the region is the key strategic
priority In the nation outside IOR and the
major trading nation within the IOR sea
lanes are globally connected.

The focus of this article is third issue
the third issue and explore; what Indo ASEAN
partnership can contribute in maintain the
maritime security in the IOR. The paper would
be divided into five sections. The first section
would discuss why Indian Ocean region has
eémerged as the core of geopolitics? The
second would explain why Indian Ocean I
important for both India and ASEAN? What
are the core geopolitical issues in the IOR”
The third section would discuss current
Strategic scenario and power game in the
IOR and its implications for the India and
ASEAN? The forth section would explore the
what India and ASEAN relation can cooperate
for making a peaceful IOR and what are the
Impetus and challenges in this cooperation
and collaboration? The last section would b€
conclusion of the discussion.

The high seas are the core of geOPC’litiCS
because of three reasons: first: according 10

y
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ynited Nations Convention on the law of Seas
(UNCLOS) because it is free from regulations
and control of any nation. This means that
any nation can use the ocean for the puUrposes
of trade, for defense without infringement
oher's sovereignty subject of course to
certain international agreements. This the
actual reason given the birth of power play in
the high seas. Second this slice of sea is

ysed for shipping channel for all the purposes
whether strategic or commercial. Third: this
sone is regarded as global common for any
sort of commercial activities like fishing,
mining explorations for all the countries of
the world. This principle is simply based
mightiest would be the winner. The high sea
of the world oceans are now changed into
battle field. Navigation of commercial ships
through the high seas has become a reason
of increasing piracy and creating challenges
for the governancewhere as the navigations
of warship has given birth to power game in
the high sea..The Indian Ocean is also not
immune from this. The disintegration of the
USSR and coming into force of the UNCLOSII!
in 1994 fuelled the overt confrontation most
evident in the Asian waters due to cessation

of the super power's power play (Khurana
2004).

Emerging Geopolitics in
the Indian Ocean:

The sea lanes in the Indian Ocean are
Considered among the most strategically
mportant in the world— according to
the Journal of the Indian Ocean Region, more
?han 80 percent of the world's seaborne trade
" 0ll fransits through Indian Ocean choke
Points, with 40 percent passing through the
Strait of Hormuz, 35 percent through the Strait
of Malacca and 8 percent through the Bab
e-Mandap Strait. The commercial importance
O the Indian Ocean made it centre of power
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game also. More than half the worl

confi ¢'s armed

ICtS are presently located in the Indian
Ocean region ( De-Silva and Ranasinghe
2011)." Because of high growth rates recorded
by the economies of China, India, and other
countries in southern and eastern Asia,
experts are predicting that the world's
€conomic centre of gravity will gradually shift
to the East (HCSS 2010) The growth of these
M economy has fostered the demand for
gnergy for the growing and expanding
Industrial sector.In order to meet the energy
needs of their burgeoning industries and

expanding populations. In the coming
decades, these economies are dependent

upon the Middle East and Africa. This would
Increase the importance of Sea Lanes of
Communication (SLOC). The thirteen of the
world’s Busiest ports are located in Asia are
directly dependent of the safety of the SLOCs
of the Indian Ocean for their business. The
SLOCs of the Indian Ocean has been shown
in the map |.A. |

The Iittoral states of the Indian Ocean
possess more than two thirds of the world's
oil reserve, and roughly 35 per cent of the
world's gas reserves, 60 per cent of uranium,
40 per cent of gold and 80 per cent of all
diamond deposits. It has served as a catalyst
for many nations. Japan imports almost 90
per cent of its oil from the IOR, Italy 85 per
cent, Britain andGermany 60 per cent and
France almost 50 per cent. Indian Ocean is
also important because of the industrial raw
materials it possesses like lithium, beryllium,
zirconium, thorium, coal, iron, copper,
manganese, tin, bauxite, chromite, nickel,
cobalt, vanadium and phosphates (Michel,
Fuller & Dolan, 2012). Indian Ocean IS not
just a geographical entity but in the modern

hthe world context it has assumed a special




96

he context of Islam based
ergy politics. It is also

important of growth of t.errorism an_d
emergence of China and India as economic
and military powerl has added a new
dimension to Indian Ocean politics ana pthgr
powerful nations including the US seeing It

as potential theatre of rivalries.

significance in t
politics including éen

Challenges in the Indian Ocean:

The Indian Ocean and its contiguous

waters present a plethora of security and
legal issues. Its centrality, the emerging multi-
polar influences will continue to converge and
will be further catalysed by the strategic sea-
lines and the significance of West Asia, a
sub-region that remains volatile and unstable.
Besides, the Indian Ocean is located at the
crossroads of terrorism originating from ‘two
banks’ to its west and east that are hotbeds
of Islamic fundamentalism, thus making it a
de-facto ‘lake of jihadi terrorism’. The region
has hardly any security bonding because the
existing institutions are mostly confined to
the economic issues. The threats to freedom
of navigation in the IndianOcean may be
broadly divided into three categories:

India and ASEAN Interests and challe-
nges in the Indian Ocean Region:

Rising prosperity in Asia, growing
dependence on natural resource flows linking
producers and consumers across the Middle
East, Africa, and Asia, and globalized supply
chains and distribution networks are knitting
the region ever more closely together by sea.
At the same time, emerging problems ranging
from piracy and territorial disputes in the
regional seas to global environmental
pressures on coastal and marine resources
pose significant governance challenges for

maritime policymakers around the IOR (Michel
and Sticklor:2016). Both India and ASEAN

Review of pyy
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nations have their coastline in the |nq
Ocean and all have their Commerciy dia
strategic interests in the Indian Ocz;d
Region. Geographically India is locate in
the centre of the Indian Ocean ang hawnn
7500 kilometres coastline (Jaishankar 207q,
The dominance to preserve the shipping |, eé
for free navigation would strengthen the
strategic position of both India and ASEAN
that is clear from the locations of the SLOCg
The Sea Lines of Communications (SLOCs)
are important for the concerned states Within
Asia, Europe and Americas. They are
regarded as those strategic waterways whosgse
location limits the amount of circulation that
could bypass and whose alternative ways
may increase not only the commodity's price
but also add up extra days for transferring
the same. Three main characteristics define
the chokepoints to be resources i.e. Physical
characteristics, Usage and Access (Rodrigue,
2004). Therefore, to use chokepoints as
resources states concerned are required to

overcome any obstacle in a way to ensure |

these three (Fatima and Jamshed 2015 )

The free and safe navigation in the
shipping lanes are depended upon the
maritime security for large extent. The term
maritime security has two aspects; traditional
and non traditional. Traditional maritime
security threats, involving defence against
military threats and the protection of national
interests and sovereignty. These are normally
considered national matters and outside the
scope of multilateral security forums. NON
traditional security threats are environmental
threats and illegal fishing (Bateman:2011).

Currently three factors impeded he fre€
and safe navigation in the Indian Ocean first
interstate conflicts, second non states actors
and third is natural causes.

m




st category is a classical inter-
Tt:aritime conflict, can be initiated by a

staté y benign how of maritime might for
ing reignty, such as Indonesia’s

nda and Lombok Straits in

e jurisdiction of states over adjoir)ing
maritime ZOnes, has fuelled confrontations
,mong neighbours. Moreover, despite efforts
to make it comprehensive, it enfolds
smbiguities, the varied interpretations of which
are po
< the most inexpensive form of maritime
warfare and can cripple sea-borne trade
varticularly at vital choke points. Of course,
he economic stakes involved today
necessitate security of the SLOCs for trade
flow and make a full-scale maritime conflict
unlikely in the near future. However, the same
cannot be asserted for the long term, when
the demand for resources may revive such
conflicts (Khurana:2004).

Piracy and Maritime Crime :

Piracy and maritime crimes is major

'Ssug in the Strait of Malacca which has been
declined in 2005 but recorded a significant
'a”r‘;r:asfe in the year 2008. The two major
pira(:,- n th? Malacca Strait threatened by
o a;};’;e 's the Strait of Riau Archipelago
betweey Ser 'S in the northern Malacca strait
Melaygia _;Jt:natra and the western coast of
poverty | € analysts have argued that the
 Unémployment and overpopulation of

Contrib i¢:
regi::) gl“: towards such problems in this
S unger freorl: 2010). The Mozambique strait
Although M::z ont _att80ks by Somali pirates.
ambique borders this essential

tential sources of conflict Sea mining

Apart from interstate disputes and piracy

the Indian Ocean's trade routes are also used

for the trafficking of drugs, people, and small
arms by international criminal organizations.
The Indian Ocean has emerged as an
Important transit route for the narcotic trade
from the Golden Triangle (Myanmar, Laos,
and Thailand) and the Golden Crescent

(Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran) to the West
and Far East. In the near future, criminal

organizations will probably continue to use
the Indian Ocean waterways for their activities.
In addition, terrorist organizations are known
to participate in the illegal drug trade to
finance their operations, thereby blurring the
lines between the activities of terrorists and

organized crime.
Shipping Lanes of Indian Ocean:

The Indian Ocean enjoys a privileged

- location connecting the major engines of the

international economy in the Northern Atlantic

and Asia-Pacific. The shipping lanes in the
indian Ocean have been shown In the map.

1  Strait of Hormuzis one of the world's
most important waterways or chokepoints
that connects the ol fields of Persian
Gulf, Gulf of Oman and the Indian Ocean
an outlet to the largest oil producing
states of the Persian Gulf to an opéen
ocean. Any disruption in this strait has
direct effects on the global ecoany
leading to the sharpening of oil prices
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Indonesia. It connects the Indian Ocean
with the South China Sea and the Pacific
Ocean and serves as the shortest route

between the Persian Gulf and its markets
in Asia. Despite it is @ narrow channel

and presence of tiny islands and shallow
reefs that brings it to the centre of the

risk of collision (Massey, 2008) it ha§
served its large capacity as it carriesoll

all the way coming from the Persian Gulf

through the Indian Ocean, by crossing
the strait to the South China Sea and to
the Pacific Ocean towards South Korea,

Japan, China and other Pacific Rim:

states. Strait of Malacca accounts for
approximately 30 per cent of the world's
trade and around 80 per cent of the
petroleum imported by China, Japan,
South Korea and Taiwan through this
strait (Rumley, Chaturved, Yasin:2007).

Bab-el-Mandeb is the third mosf busiest

and important waterway which connects
the Indian Ocean with the Red Sea by

way of Gulf of Aden. This strait carries
most of the European crude oil imports
as it allows the tankers to carry oil from
the Persian Gulf through the Suez Canal

‘and then from a pipeline to Europe and

United States of America. The strait has
the capacity to cater 3.3 million barrels
of oil per day from the Persian Gulf. On
the other hand the approximate flow of
ol passing through the Suez Canal to
Europe and America accounts for some

2.1 million barrels per day (Rodrigue

2004). In an event of closure of this straitl
the alternative route js Cape of Gooc;
Hope. But then again the transfer of ol
tankers all the way from Cape of Good

_Hope to Europe and America shall
Increase the shipping cost.

Review of pojjy;
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4. The Sunda and Lombok straits; Thge e
of Sunda and Lombok are usually COUn:aat
as the alternative routes in the evented
closure of the Strait of Malaccy Thoef

- gunda strait lies between the e
Indonesian Islands of Java and Sumaty,
while connecting the Java Sea with
Indian Ocean. The shallowness ang
tidal waves make navigation toygy,
through this strait. The Lombok strajt
which is another alternative route to thq
Strait of Malacca lies between the tyq
islands of Bali and Lombok is a safes

route and is much wider, deeper ang
less c_ongested than the Strait of Malaccs
but it is longer and thus costlier.

5. Mozambique Channel lies between the
island nation of Madagascar and South

east Africa is highly strategic waterway
which carries almost 30 per cent of the
world's oil trade and almost 100 per cent
of the South Africa’s maritime trade.

6. Ten Degree Channel lies between the two
Indian Islands of Andaman and Nicooar

while the Six Degree Channel lies between
the Indian Island of Nicobar and
Indonesian Island of Sumatra. As these

two channels are close 10 Indian
territories in the Indian Ocean, thelr

significance to India is of great deal.

Indo-ASEAN Partnership and
Maritime Security :

Geographical proximity provided bolf
India and ASEAN to work and cooperate ©
develop closer security ties on maritime
issues in the Indian Ocean. The Andama’
Nicobar Islands, which are located neal the
Strait of Malacca, are geographically close’
to ASEAN than India. India signed pounda’
demarcation treaties with Indonesia, pMyan™ o

|



since the early 1990s, the Indian Navy
ve role in extending India’s

ic reach Into Southeast

Asia, conducting 2 coordinated program of

| cy and promoting itself as a
penign provider of maritime security. An
expansion of indian naval influence throughout

the region has been encouraged by the US

( Brewster 2011). The Malacca Strait, the

| oint of transit between the Pacific
itime “choke

point,”
regional maritime strategy. Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh commented, “An uninterrupted
access to the Malacca Strait and the South
China Sea, vital for the economies of the
ASEAN region and India, needs to be

ensured.”According to the Indian Navy's 2004
Maritime Doctrine —

‘By virtue of geography, we are ..... in a

POSitien to greatly influence the movement/
security of shipping along the [sea lines of

communication] in the [Indian Ocean region]
provided we have the maritime power to do
$0. Control of the choke points could be
gz;fteﬂr as a bargaining chip in the international

game, where the currency of military
POwer remains a stark reality. "2

dialThe lT_Iain forum for ASEAN: security
ogue is the ASEAN Regional Forum

99

(ARF). India has been attending annual
meetings of this forum since 1996 and has
actively participated in its various activities.
The ASEAN Defence Ministers’ Vieeting
(ADMM) is the highest defence consultative
and cooperative mechanism In ASEAN. The
ADMM+ brings together Defence Ministers
from the 10 ASEAN nations plus Australia,
China. India, Japan, New 7ealand, Republic
of Korea, RussIa, and the United States on
1 biannual basis. Defense Minister attended
the 3rd ADMM Plus held from 4-5 November
2015 in Kuala Lumpur. Expanded ASEAN
Maritime Forum (EAMF) is an avenue for track
1.5 diplomacy focusing on Cross cutting
maritime issues of common concern. India
| 4th EAMF held in Mianado,
Indonesia on 10-11 September 2015.°

India is a signatory of ASEAN Regional
Forum (ARF) Ministerial Statement on
Enhancing Cooperation among Maritime Law

Enforcement Agencies. The Foreign Ministers
of the ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) 2016

in Vientiane, Laos presented an agenda for

the maritime security In the Indian Ocean.

Its objectives were 10 develop concrete and
effective regional responses to maritime
security challenges and other maritime
challenges as stated In the Hanoi Plan of
Action to Implement the ARF Vision State-
ment and the ARF Work Plan on Maritime
Security (2015-2017). It called for cooperation
among the member nations to promote
concrete and practical cooperation between
their respective Maritime Law Enforcement
Agencies of the ARF participants, including
by: Actively cooperating, and building capacity
in implementing ternational instruments on
safety of navigation such as the International

Regulations for preventing Collisions at Sea
(COLREGS), and the international Convention
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a .
ces IN

d best practices
. and dealing with
nd best

for the Safety of Life

Sharing experience an
i t se

against ships at séa an
crimes, and exploring new ar
cooperation 1N order to help p

and secure sea.’
Both India and ASEAN stressed on ?he
maritime security and freedom of nawgatlop

eas of possible
romote safée

2018. Both the sides ISS
Declaration which reaffirmed “the importance

of maintain and promoting peace, stability
and maritime safety and security, freedom of
navigation and over flights In the region and
other lawful uses of the sea and unimpeded
lawful maritime commerce and to promote
peaceful resolution of the disputes in
accordance with universally recognised
principles of international law, including the
1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea
(UNCLOS), and the relevant standards and
rgo?mmended practices by the International
e vt O
The declaration said t:\gamsatmn-(WIO)“”5
strengthen maritime N both >ices wil
existing relevant me CO(_JperaFlon hrough

chanisms InCluding the

Review of poyy,
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China 15 involved In & tfrrritori:JI dispute wi
several countries including Brunei, Mg, f;i*-h
indonesia, the Philippine§. and Vietnam |nq?.'
has become successful in developing Stron:]
defence relationship with Singapora anj

Vietnam. Singapore is a small but key playe,
.t the tip of the Malacca Straits, facing north,

westwards towards India and nor'(h=-eag,t\,.,ardS
towards China. Despite Singapore’s Chinegq
ethnic background, she has pursued clog
military-security cooperation with India sincg
1994, strengthened with their Defencg
Cooperation Agreement of 2003. A significant
message was sent in 2005 when the India.
singapore SIMBEX naval exercises took
place, not In their usual Bay of Bengal
Malacca Straits setting, but eastwards in the
South China Sea, an area claimed by China
Other Indian naval deployments into the South
China Sea were carried out in 2000, 2003

and 2004 (Scott 2008).

India has been maintain good diplomatic
relations with Vietnam. Both Vietnam and
India have unresolved territorial disputes with
China, both have China as a looming norther
land neighbour, and both have faced war with
China (India in 1962, Vietnam In 1979). Moves
towards military cooperation were already
evident by the mid-1980s.76 An initial India-
Vietnam defence agreement in 1994 wad
further strengthened by a joint protocol o'
defence cooperation in March 2000 which
included sharing of strategic thre?

perceptions and intelligence.

Challenges in India ASEAN partnershP’

| I

India started engaging with ASEANiI

1982 through a sectoral dialogue Parmersrf'ji
In 1996, India was welcomed 2% °

. nd
dialogue partner. In the subsequent years_ anﬁl
decades, India joined the ASEAN Red
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Forum (ARF), East Asia Summit (EAS),
ASEAN Defence Ministers Meeting Plus
(ADMM Plus), Expanded ASEAN Maritime
Forum (EAMF), and several other platforms
commonly shared with ASEAN. While there
's a2 broad consensus among ASEAN states
in favour of India playing a more active security
role in Southeast Asia, there is no clear
understanding among them as to what that
role should be. Nor has India melded its
bilateral defense relationships with ASEAN
states into a coherent regional strategy, which
to a significant extent reflects New Delhi's
own systemic failures in strategic planning
as well lack of coordination among the
ASEAN members. Rather, each of India's
defense relationships with ASEAN states is
currently driven more by their own dynamics
and circumstances. India has relatively good
defense relationships only with two states,
Singapore and Vietnam, while its security
relations with other states such as Indonesia,
Malaysia, and Thailand remain at a relatively
limited (Brewster 2013).

The another hurdle in Indo ASEAN
relationship is poor connectivity in which
China has attain a clear cut advantage over
India.With Myanmar becoming the part of
ASEAN India and ASEAN now share a land
boundary. Apart from this India shares
maritime frontiers with three ASEAN members
namely, Indonesia, Thailand, and Myanmar
and shares its Exclusive Economic Zone
(EEZ) with Malaysia. The presence of Indian
diasporas and Singapore is another enduring
bond (Ramkrishnan 2017). Despite all these
India has not become successful in developing
connectivity with its ASEAN neighbours. Two
major connectivity projects, viz., the
Trilateral Highway between north-east India
and Myanmar and onwards to Thailand (ana
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Laos and Vietnam) as well as the Kaladan
multi-modal transit and transport project,

have been under implementation for several
years (Sajjanhar 2018).°

The ARF where India ASEAN are together
has been proved unable to address the more
critical regional security issues, including
largely side-stepping the South China Sea
problem, and maritime sovereignty disputes
more generally(Bateman:2011).

China Factor in Indo ASEAN
Partnership :

China is increasing its power play with
naval presence in the Indian Ocean, which is
viewed as emerging security threats by India.
The Chinese increasing strength in the Indian
Ocean is guided by major security interests. .
First is its goal of emerging as a dominant
and great power in the South Asian region
and to mitigate security advantages of India
in the Indian Ocean. The String of Pearls
Strategy is the manifestation China's
geopolitical influence by enhancing its access
to its ports, airfields developing special
diplomatic ties and modernizing military
forces that extends from South China Sea
through the strait of Malacca, across tnhe
Indian Ocean and Arabian Sea. For fulfilment
of this objective China has started to build
ports and military bases to facilitate its energy
supply along the sea line of communication
(SLCOS) (Robinson 2017). Threatened Dy
Chinas rise, India has expanded its naval
presence from as far west as the Mozambique
Channel to as far-east as the South China
Sea. It has been establishiﬁg naval staging
posts and listening stations on the island
nations of Madagascar, Mauritius, and the

Seychelles, as well as military relationships
with them, precisely in order to counter China













